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Historic Early Season Snowstorm
A record-breaking snowstorm impacted much of Montana from late Fri., Sept. 27 through 
Mon., Sept. 30. Many areas broke September snowfall and temperature records. Snow was 
measured in feet along the Rocky Mountain Front and over the adjacent high plains/foot-
hills, and near a foot or more in some areas across northern and central portions of Montana. 

Impacts from the amount of heavy, wet snow were far reaching and included widespread tree damage 
given the amount of foliage remaining, power outages, impacts on farming and ranching operations, 
hunting and recreation and travel. On Sept. 26, temperatures across the state plummeted and the NWS 
issued winter storm warnings, watches and advisories in anticipation of the large storm. Expected 
snowfall in Cut Bank and Whitlash was projected to be up to 36” with at least 12” forecast for the 
central portions of the state. By Sept. 28, snowfall rates of one inch per hour were projected for the 
Rocky Mountain Front and central Montana and 21” of snow was reported by day-end in East Glacier. 
By midnight, Great Falls measured 9.7”, establishing a new record (besting the previous record for 
the date of 6.1” set in 1954). Missoula broke the all-time September snowfall record (1.6”, beating 
1.5” set in 1934). On Sept. 29, a blizzard warning was in effect for many Montana counties and Gov. 
Steve Bullock officially declared a winter storm emergency. Schools and offices were closed due to 
snow and many counties urged emergency travel only. By 9 p.m. on Sept. 29, 48” of snow was recorded 
in Browning and over three feet of snow in Teton County. Other areas such as Great Falls and East 
Glacier saw up to two feet of snow, setting daily records for the date along with near-record cold 
temperatures, with Browning plunging to 1 degree on October 1. By Sept. 30, Babb had recorded 52” 
of snow in a two-day period.

Wind Gusts Across the State
High winds swept into the state at the end of September. On Sept. 26, a gust of 55 mph 
was recorded in the Highroad area and on Sept. 28 a gust of 37 mph was recorded at the 
Missoula airport. Winds causes high waves leading to the sinking of two sailboats at 
Dayton Harbor on Flathead Lake. Another strong storm entered Montana Oct. 7 and brought 

gusts of 44 and 55 mph to North Central Montana. On Oct. 8, winds gusted at 25 to 35 mph for a period 
of about an hour in the vicinity of Heart Butte and Cut Bank. By Oct. 22, Montana saw a peak gust of 
81 mph at Two Medicine Bridge near East Glacier Park. High winds upwards of 60 mph were also 
recorded in the Avon and Malta areas on Oct. 23.

Lightning and Snowthunder
Reports of lightning and thunder accompanying snow, graupel and hail came with the 
numerous snowstorms battering Montana over the reporting period. The NWS indicated 
such activity is “a bit unusual for October.” Reports of the atypical weather activity came 
from Havre, Missoula, Garrison and other locales.

Record Wet September in Northeast Montana
Steady precipitation lead to flood watches on the Milk River in the Glasgow area in late 
September. Precipitation totals for the month broke records in Sidney, Glendale, Plenty-
wood, and Wolf Point, with Sidney seeing over 9” of precipitation for the reporting period. 
12 additional unofficial stations in the area also saw records broken for wettest September. 

Highs and Lows 
The high temperature for the reporting period was 80 degrees recorded at Broadus on 
Sept. 26. The low temperature for the period was -10 degrees at West Yellowstone on 
October 10. West Yellowstone twice in the recording period had the coldest daily tem-
perature in the contiguous U.S. Great Falls set a record low 17 degrees on Oct. 2, break-

ing the record of 18 degrees set in 1999. On Oct. 10, record cold temperatures were set in Cut Bank, 
Great Falls, Lewistown, Dillon, Bozeman, Ennis, Helena, Fort Benton and West Yellowstone. On Oct. 
25, Malta tied an unofficial record (from 2017) of 75 degrees. 

Recording and Reporting Weather Over the Years
Historically, weather conditions (current temperature, dew point, wind, barometric pressure, 
visual check for cloud cover and visibility, and precipitation amount) were manually observed 
and recorded each hour with a combination of indoor and outdoor instruments. That changed 
in the 1990s when Automated Surface Observing Sytems were deployed nationwide. The 

system takes continuous readings of temperature, dew point, wind, visibility, pressure, weather types and 
precipitation amount which are transmitted at set intervals which are even available to pilots in real time. 

MONTANA ALMANAC

From September 25 to October 25
Sources: National Weather Service (NWS) and U.S. Geological Survey 
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BYGONE DAYS
Bygone Days are compiled from ar-

chives of Montana newspapers. Current 
years featured are 1895, 1934 and 1960. 
For daily Bygone Days, follow online at:
@MontanaPress on Facebook.

The Daily Independent
Helena, November 1, 1895

“All Hallowe’en was observed last night 
as it generally is in Helena. Bands of young 
men and boys roved about the city seek-
ing fun at the expense of others. Aside from 
the stealing of gates, and other such pranks, 
little mischief was done. One wagon was 
wrecked on the east side, and a number 
of persons will be looking for their bug-
gies and other vehicles this morning. The 
police made no attempt to arrest the merry 
makers. It was useless to think of doing so 
with the small force of patrolmen. Several 
enjoyable parties were given at which the 
assembled young people had their fortunes 
told in the regulation Hallowe’en manner.”

“Now comes a scientist who declares 
that professional gamblers shorten their 
lives by suppressing their emotions. That 
may be, but all Montana experience goes to 
prove it is far more instantaneously deadly 
to have five aces in a deck.”

Weekly Montanian
Thompson Falls, November 2, 1895

“A few more days like yesterday will 
cause several of the Missoula people to 
stop and consider how they can turn their 
spring overcoat into a winter ulster. If you 
intend having your coat dyed don’t forget 
to take the lining out.—Missoulian. We 
are glad to remark that all the Thompson 
people have both a spring overcoat and a 
winter duster and don’t find it necessary to 
patronize the dyer.”

“Jake Teters, the veteran hunter and 
trapper, killed a silver tip last week that 
weighed 1,100 pounds.”

The Daily Independent
Helena, November 4, 1895

“The electric bicycle is among the prob-
abilities. A New York inventor has fash-
ioned and claims for it a speed of 30 miles 
an hour. A wheelman is very skillful who 
can cover 17 miles an hour on an ordinary 
road. The petroleum bicycle had a trial in 
the road races for motor vehicles in France, 
but it was never in the race. The electric bi-
cycle weighs about 64 pounds. The motor 
is directly under the seat. The battery box is 
the cumbersome feature. It rests on a small 
arm, which stands out from the frame, di-
rectly over the rear wheel. The box is about 

26 inches long and seven in depth… The 
inventor is not sure but that over 30 miles 
an hour can be made over a good road. The 
speed would be accompanies by great dan-
ger, of course, should the ride fall off…”

Dillon Tribune
November 15, 1985

“BANNACK.—The ice on the pool is 
five inches thick and as hard as nails, as 
some of our venturesome spirits have al-
ready discovered… Johnnie Y. Gibson 
is leaving Bannack for Chicago, a small 
settlement on the shores of Lake Michigan, 
where he is going to take a course at the 
college of music. Who will take thy place, 
Johnnie, when you have left us all alone?”

“Wood Wanted. The TRIBUNE and its 
employees use many cords of fire wood 
during the winter. There are a number of 
subscribers owing for the paper, for fro two 
to five years, that probably could square 
accounts more easily with fire wood than 
otherwise. The wood is the same as cash 
to us and we will be glad to receive it as 
such, providing it is turned in within the 
next sixty days. A few loads are wanted for 
immediate use. Wood will also be taken in 
payment for new subscriptions.”

“The Red Lodge New Idea, Shelby Eli 
Dillard’s paper, has been absorbed by the 
Pickett, of the same place and Shelby has 
gone to see how the bunch grass looks in 
Wyoming. The Montana press will miss 
Dillard and his quaint squibs and homely 
philosophy.”

Havre Daily News
November 17, 1934

“Bozeman, Nov. 16. (UP)— Govern-
ment experts are preparing t repair the 
unintentional havoc wrought by the ‘sod-
buster’ of pioneer days in eastern Mon-
tana. They’ve perfected a process for re-
establishing buffalo grass on the western 
plains. ‘The method,’ says the agricultural 
department, has been found to be thor-
oughly practical. It is to transplant pieces 
of sod to well-plowed land… With drouth, 
sod-busting and plowing of the native graz-
ing land for wheat and other crops, buffalo 
grass was almost eliminated in much of the 
eastern part of the state. As a result, much 
of what was once excellent cattle country 
turned into dreary, worthless wastes…”

“Sidney, Nov. 16. (UP)— From the 
steaming, tepid fields of the tropics has 
come Montana’s newest crop—safflower. 
Alfred Rehbein, a painstaking farmer near 
Lambert, pioneered development of saf-
flower growing in the United States and 

this year shipped four carloads 
of the seeds to a Milwaukee 
pint company. Safflower has 
proved unusually satisfactory 
in drying oils, has many of the 
characteristics of linseed oil, 
and is superior to the latter in 
many respects…”

“Many of the newer books at 
the Havre public library have 
been especially displayed this 

week, in honor of book week… Promi-
nent among the volumes on display is 
one of interest to every Montanan: ‘Good 
Medicine,’ which is a collection of the let-
ters and drawings… of the late Charles 
M. Russell. Scattered all over Montana re 
many treasures epistles and post cards from 
the famous artist who rarely wrote a line 
which was not embellished by pen or pen-
cil sketches… Another book recently add-
ed, ,redolent of Montana, is ‘Blankets and 
Moccasins: By Gwendolyn Damon Wagner 
and Dr. William A. Allan. The story centers 
in the regions of the Crow reservation near 
Billings… in the early days of southeastern 
Montana. A third volume by a Montanan is 
prominent in the display, this being Frank 
B. Linderman’s latest book for children, 
‘Stumpy,’ the tale of a chipmunk.”

“Butte, Nov. 16—Duplicating its 
achievement of last year, the annual Bob-
cat-Grizzly football game at Clark park last 
Saturday once again has reaped a substan-
tial profit for the two schools concerned. 
Although the exact amounts con not be de-
termined until all accounts have been paid, 
checks for something more than $2,000 
each will be sent to the State College and 
State university within a few days, mem-
bers of the Butte Chamber of Commerce 
athletic committee announced…”

Montana Standard
Butte, November 20, 1934

“HELENA, Nov. 19.—(AP)—Calling 
upon Montanas to observe the occasion in 
the fourfold spirit of ‘reverence, penitence, 
thankfulness and prayerfulness,’ Governor 
Frank H. Cooney today proclaimed Thurs-
day, November 29, as Thanksgiving day. 
‘Out of travail the American republic was 
born. Out of the travail the Union was ce-
mented. And out of the travail which we 
call depression the nation will emerge tri-
umphant if we but have faith and the will 
to strive for the ideals which imbued the 
founders of the home land,’ the proclama-
tion said in part.”

The Flathead Courier
November 24, 1960 

“We like the policy for charging for 
campground use in Waterton, Banff and 
the other Canadian national parks… Mean-
while in the United States, campground use 
in the national paresis free despite sizable 
expenditures for modern restrooms, sewer 
and water systems and the like. Glacier this 
summer saw $612,521.84 in contracts es-
sentially for campground enlargement and 
improvement. Meanwhile the park guest 
who stays at a motel or hotel pays for his 
accommodations. The visitor who arrives 
with a tent is provided free facilities. Fortu-
nately, there is development of an attitude 
regarding the national parks that users pay. 
We think this should apply to campgrounds 
with modern facilities, but of course not to 
smaller less improved areas such as Bow-
man Lake…”

“…One of the most unique regional craft 
centers that attracted tourists from across 
the nation this past season is Montana 
House, a chalet-type structure in Apgar 
Village at the fork of beautiful Lake Mc-
Donald in Glacier National Park in Mon-
tana. Hans Jungster and his wife, Tony, 
started with a dream to make distinctive 
and original gift items from the forest near 
Bigfork… Their creative ideas worked in 
typical free enterprise manner, and their 
business get so that it could be expanded to 

a second location—in the park. Built to na-
tive material, the chalet serves not only as 
a sales outlet for the arts and craft done by 
the Jungsters and other natives, but also as 
a residency for artist-designers who work 
there during the summer. Products of the 
Montana House, which include hand weav-
ing, wheel-thrown pottery, hand-dipped 
candles, country sportswear, jewelry of 
copper, deef and elk horn, agate and jade 
are shipped over the nation—any of them 
via the Great Northern.”

Billings Gazette
November 30, 1934 

“Fort Benton, Mont. (AP) — Sheriff’s 
deputies Tuesday arrested a man for ques-
tioning in the theft of nearly 1,400 silver 
dollars - chiseled from the bar of the Silver 
Dollar Club in Bellevue, Idaho. Officers 
said 34-year-old David Herbert Holing 
was apprehended in a Loma bar-cafe along 
with four companions - two women and 
two boys. Loma is in northcentral Montana 
near Fort Benton. Sheriff John Saska said 
Holing was wanted by the FBI and immi-
gration authorities on charges that include 
escaping jail in Saskatchewan, Canada… 
The sheriff said the arrest was made af-
ter receiving reports from business estab-
lishments in Fort Benton that Holing had 
been making purchases with silver dollars 
which were stained and carried glue on one 
side…”

“A housewife has been selected to re-
ceive the standing $1,000 reward for help-
ing to break cases of cattle thefts from any 
of the Montana Stockgrower’s Associa-
tion’s 5,000 members… Mrs. Elvira Quinn 
of Helena… helped convict two men of 
rustling… Mrs. Quinn was dumping refuse 
at the rear of her apartment and spotted the 
two men unloading a beef with the hide still 
on it. She reported, ‘The beef fell from the 
truck to the ground and I could see that it 
was limp and had not been frozen. The men 
dragged the beef into the basement of the 
residence where they parked. ‘I was raised 
on a farm in Broadwater and it seemed 
very strange to me that anyone would pur-
chase beef in this day and age that hadn’t 
been refrigerated. Also, it seemed equally 
strange to have a beef which hadn’t been 
skinned…’” E

Follow @MontanaPress on Facebook 
for daily Montana Bygone Days. 
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s predicted in last month’s column, the 
walls continue to close in on Donald 
Trump and his coterie of incompetents 

in the White House with the U.S. House of 
Representatives voting for formal impeach-
ment and the public hearings it will bring.  
And as we go to press the testimony of the 
top Ukraine expert on the National Security 
Council is pounding yet more nails into the 
coffin of Trump’s doomed presidency.  Clos-
er to home, one year out from the critical 
2020 elections Montana’s Democratic Party 
is in the throes of change and largely remains 
invisible and ineffective in leadership and 
messaging.

Trump taking on water, going down, go-
ing down. It’s hard to keep up with the rapid 
series of events, testimony, and court actions 
surrounding the impeachment of President 
Donald Trump. Suffice it to say the more 
people who tell their tales to the Congres-
sional investigative committees, the worse it 
gets for Trump, who was loudly booed with 
chants of “lock him up” when he attended a 
World Series game.

For those who credibly wondered why it 
took the Democrats so long to launch the 
impeachment inquiry, the tide has finally 
turned. Likewise, efforts by the White House 
to claim executive privilege to refuse Con-
gressional requests for information and 
to keep federal employees from testifying 
have failed to dissuade knowledgeable and 
concerned witnesses from appearing before 
Congress.

Army Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, Iraq 
War veteran and recipient of a Purple Heart 
for injuries received in action, has blown 
Trump’s phony claim of “no quid pro quo” 
and “second hand hearsay” out of the water 
since he was actually listening to the phone 
call with the president of the Ukraine.  He 
was so concerned about the national security 
implications of what Trump was doing he 
filed two memos after the call to the top law-
yer at the National Security Council.   And 
no amount of White House insults and lies 
are likely to discredit him.  

Facing an avalanche of bad news, Trump 
has decided to escalate his war on the free 
press by cancelling all government subscrip-
tions to media outlets that don’t give him 
favorable and adoring press.  But one may 
rest assured that the New York Times and 
the Washington Post, the nation’s papers of 
record, will far outlive Trump’s presidency.  
As Thomas Jefferson presciently wrote in 
1787, “Were it left to me to decide whether 
we should have a government without news-
papers or newspapers without a government, 
I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the 
latter.”

Montana Democratic Party – wherefore 
art thou? One might think that now, with the 
Republicans in disarray and increasingly dis-
credited in their doomed defense of Trump, 
would be a good time to go on the offense 
and bring new ideas and a vision for a bet-
ter future to Montanans.  Sad to say, that is 
simply not happening. 

After losing every statewide election ex-
cept for Governor Bullock’s in 2016, Nan-
cy Keenan, then-executive director of the 
Democratic Party, somehow hung on to her 
job until 2018.  She was replaced by Monica 
Lindeen, former legislator and state audi-
tor, who has just announced that after only 
10  and a half months in the job, she will be 
stepping down to return to private life.

Shortly after Lindeen’s announcement, 
Politico reported that Senator Jon Tester’s of-
fice had hired Roy Loewenstein, the former 
communications director for the Montana 
Democratic Party as his new press secretary.  
Considering the absolute dearth of press that 
came out of the Party during Loewenstein’s 
tenure, there’s probably plenty of ink left in 
his pens and we can only hope he and Tester 
put them to good use. 

Finally, while the Montana Democratic 
Party follows no discernible path, one must 
once again wonder what the titular head of 
the Montana Democrats, Governor Steve 
Bullock, is doing.  His vanity run for the 
presidential nomination is obviously going 
exactly nowhere while, here at home, his 
own political party wanders leaderless in the 
wilderness at exactly the time they should be 
most visible.  E      

—GeorGe ochenski
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or Dave Wells, the memory of sharing a 
Beef Wellington with his grandfather in 
the hunting lodge-like hall of the historic 

Chico dining room is something he will never 
forget. That experience has stayed with him for 
a lifetime, giving him a unique sense of place 
about Chico Hot Springs, a family-owned re-
sort nestled in the foothills of the Absaroka 
Mountains in Paradise Valley, just north of Yel-
lowstone National Park.

Now working as Executive Chef at the Chico 
Dining Room, Wells strives to bring the sense 
of place to each dish he creates. 

“What does it taste like to live in Paradise 
Valley?” Wells asks. One season, he explains, 
he hunted, felled, dressed and prepared an elk. 
Wells says the flavor of the elk represented the 
“terroir” of the surrounding country, a specific 
“taste of place” he works to refine and share 
with diners at Chico.

“Wild elk is similar to beef grown in the area 
because the feed is the same,” he says, noting 
that he sources local grass-fed beef from area 
ranchers as one way to put the flavor of Para-
dise Valley on the table at Chico Hot Springs 
Resort.

The creativity and passion Wells shows in 
the Chico kitchens has earned him notice from 
the James Beard Foundation, who chose Wells 
among 20 fellow chefs, nearly all of whom are 
located in Seattle or Portland, as a Beard Foun-
dation semi-finalist for the Pacific Northwest. 
The nod is an honor akin to Oscar nomination 
in the food world and indicates Chef Wells is 
on track to earn even greater accolades for his 
work in the culinary field.

 Trained in the kitchens of Montana, Wells’ 
career started as a happy accident when do-

ing a favor for a friend. The Naked Noodle in 
Bozeman had lost a dishwasher and his friend, 
the manager, called him in a panic and needing 
help immediately. Wells agreed and went to the 
restaurant that night to help out where he could. 
He started prep cooking almost immediately 
and soon moved up in the ranks to chef.

Eventually, he started work with the Triple 
Creek Ranch, a luxury resort in Darby where, 
he says, the sky was the limit as far as resourc-
es and supplies, and he was able to learn and 
experiment with an endless, specially-sourced 

pantry. Chico Hot Springs owner and manager 
Colin Davis spotted Wells’ talent and hired him 
2017 to run the Chico kitchens. 

Davis says initially he was astonished by the 
natural ability and heart of the new hire. “He’s 
so passionate about food,” he explains, not-
ing that in decades of resort management, he’s 
never met anyone with Wells’ inherent ability. 
“It’s apparent in the amount of care in the work 
he does,” Davis adds.

“He’s a forager. We’ve had morels every 
week on the menu for the entire summer be-
cause Dave has gone out and picked them, 
washed them, and prepared them. We’ve never 
had that before. He has a commitment to food 
and quality I’ve never seen before in all my 
experience running restaurants and dining 
rooms.”

Being recognized as a James Beard semi-
finalist in the Pacific Northwest is quite a dis-
tinction, Davis says. “For Dave to get recog-
nized from Pray, Montana, is a great honor. His 
food could hold its own with anybody’s, past or 
present. Its fresh, driven, and creative.” Davis 
adds that Chef Wells has reinvigorated every-
one at Chico. 

“It’s definitely a dream job,” Wells admits. 
Wells and Davis chat at a high table in the 
Chico wine cellar. A soft-spoken man, Wells 
appears humble in a chef’s apron fastened with 
metal buckles rather than strings, and rolled-up 
shirtsleeves in the absence of the traditional 
chef’s coat. “You’re encouraged to go kind of 
out of the box, chase down dreams,” he says of 
his work at Chico. 

Many of Wells’ dreams have already become 
realities. After envisioning the idea of a tasting 
room to host small, multi-course dinners for 
patrons, Davis built the wine cellar and created 
the space. In the soft lighting of the cellar, Chi-
co Hot Springs can now accommodate up to 
six people for unique meals, surrounded by an 
extensive wine collection curated by Chico’s 
past and current owners. 

Davis has given Wells free rein to seek 
sources for everything from sake-finished 
Japanese beef to unique caviar, along with the 
full utilization of a historic Chico resource, the 
hotel’s garden and geothermally-heated green-
houses, which have been in operation for over 
100 years. The extensive gardening operation 
is under the guidance of Jeanne Duran, who 

oversees maintenance of a facility that includes 
raspberry bushes, rows of seasonal greens 
and a number of large greenhouse structures 
which house flowers, tomatoes, peppers, bushy 
bright-green basil plants, micro-greens and 
other grown for use exclusively at the resort.

Chef Wells uses a variety of produce from 
the garden and greenhouses on the grounds as 
well as seeking local sources for what he terms 
“things that can also only be found in Paradise 
Valley.” Micro greens, kale, collard greens and 
Swiss chard from the garden are on the menu 
nearly every night during the growing season, 
along with salad greens, fava beans, spinach 
and tomatoes. A wide variety of peppers are 
grown to make Chico’s signature hot sauce, 
and raspberries from garden bushes end up in 
balsamic vinegar used in the kitchens and for 
sale in the resort gift shop. Honey from 60 bee-
hives on the property is ubiquitous in the kitch-
ens and in Chico products for sale at the resort.

“We’ve never had anyone take such advan-
tage of the garden,” notes Davis, indicating 
Wells’ use of ingredients to craft specials for 
the dining room and products for the resort 
shops.
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MONTANA DINING
Ch i c o  Ch e f  Da v e  We l l s  E a r n s  Ja m e s 
B e a rd  No d  f o r  C u l i n a r y  E x c e l l e n c e

Chico Hot Springs Executive Chef Dave Wells 

(left) in the Chico gardens and greenhouses 

in late September.  Inside the geothermally-

heated greenhouses (above), a variety of 

peppers grow for Chico’s signature hot sauces.

F
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Wells is continually asking, “How can we 
make it better? How can we move forward?” 
and Davis is happy to facilitate new ideas. 

When Wells wanted to start using whole 
animals, Davis invested in band saws and 
building a space for butchering. Wells credits 
his experience working on a ranch in Lolo in 
helping him to come up with unique ways to 
use every part of a whole animal in culinary 
preparations. For example, if they bought six 
lambs, they could have rack of lamb on a spe-
cial menu for a few nights, then leg of lamb 
on a special menu, and then maybe even grind 
lamb and create a shepherd’s pie on a special 
menu. 

Davis and Wells have also recently built a 
space for fermenting. “There’s no end to the 
creativity of Chef Dave Wells,” says Davis. 

Wells demurs and says he owes his success 
to a great staff who are dedicated to hard work 
and eager to learn and improve. He considers 
his right-hand man, Sous Chef Tracy Wein, 
instrumental in helping him run the bustling 
kitchen.

Half a dozen cooks work chopping, rinsing, 
sautéing and dishwashing behind the swing-
ing doors to the kitchen in the iconic dining 
room at Chico. Midday on a weekend means 
the night will be busy, and each worker has a 
list of duties they power through as Wells pulls 
a large jar of vegetables from a walk-in cooler. 

In the jar is one of his “experiments” with 
kimchi, a fermented vegetable salad; this par-
ticular version is made with roasted corn and 

chipotle along with traditional cabbage, car-
rots, and Korean chili powder.

The flavor is sharp and complex, hot enough 
to jolt the taste buds but savory enough to de-
mand multiple tastings. His excitement at the 
response of the samplers is apparent. Do we 
like it? 

The concoction is superb and compliments 
abound. Wells beams with a simple smile be-

fore beginning preparation of the “Chico Gar-
den Kimchi” which is a staple in many dishes 
and specials from the kitchen. 

In assembling the dish, Wells and his sous 
chef head outside to pick fresh Napa cabbage, 
kohlrabi, carrots, and scallions from the Chico 
garden, just steps away from the back door of 
the kitchen. After rinsing the vegetables, Wells 
demonstrates the brining process used for the 
cabbage by mixing a cup of salt and a gallon of 
water and weighting the cabbage in a large pot 
with a plate. This brine is set aside for six hours 
before the cabbage is removed and rinsed.

Wells chops the remaining vegetables along 
with pre-brined and rinsed cabbage and creates 
a puree of chili powder, ginger, garlic and fish 
sauce before tossing the mixture together with 
the vegetables and packing in a glass jar (see 
detailed recipe at right). 

He proffers a taste of an earlier-made ver-
sion of the simple kimchi. The flavor is fresh 
and tangy and ultimately addictive, another 
variation from Wells’ kimchi imagination. 

Wells grew up  in the South, in Nashville, 
but spent some of his young life in Wallace, 
Idaho. 

Wells moved to Denver in 1996 as the Rocky 
Mountains drew him to a different lifestyle and 
he eventually found his way to Montana. Hav-
ing lived in Montana now for 17 years, he says 
he is absolutely “living the dream and having 
a dream job.” 

Wells says he takes great pride in “being 
able to work with all the fine people at Chico, 
as well as having the freedom to create amaz-
ing dishes for a dining room with fairly unlim-
ited resources.” E

—reilly neill

CHICO GARDEN KIMCHI
1 cup Kosher or sea salt
1 gallon water
2 heads Napa cabbage
1 kohlrabi bulb/julienned
1 carrot julienned
1 bunch scallions
   cut to one-inch pieces
1/2 cup Korean chili powder
2 pieces of ginger (two inches each)
4 cloves garlic
1/3 cup fish sauce

Wash cabbage and chop into one-inch 
pieces. Mix salt with water. Place cabbage 
in the brine and weight with plate to keep 
the cabbage submerged. Leave cabbage in 
brine at least six hours or overnight. 

Remove cabbage from brine and rinse. 
Puree chili powder, garlic and ginger and 
fish sauce. Mix all ingredients thoroughly 
and pack in a glass jar leaving a little head 
space, cover with lid, and leave the lid 
loose so air can escape. 

Place jar in a pan to collect any over-
flow and leave on counter or in pantry at 
room temperature. After about three days, 
it should be ready to eat but it can ferment 
longer for stronger flavor. 

When ready, store in refrigerator.

Writer Seabring Davis, who is one of the owners of Chico Hot Springs, 

produced “The Western Kitchen” (TwoDot Press) in 2018. The book 

features savory food photography and traditional recipes from the

Chico kitchens along with specialties crafted by Chef Dave Wells.



ow does a heartfelt poet know they’re 
turning out the right stuff to get published? 
In Sarah Aronson’s case, part of the prep 

came simply by asking “The Write Question.”
Montana booklovers who know Sarah well 

as host of the aforementioned Montana Pub-
lic Radio literary-interview program can now 
stand, applaud and enjoy her striking debut 
poetry collection, “And Other Bodiless Pow-
ers,” winner of the 2019 New American Poetry 
Prize. Far, far from her radio chats with peeps, 
Sarah’s poems speak lovingly of the bodiless 
powers of weather and nature. Here’s a sample:

Lovely and evocative. Perhaps it’s time we 
ask the “write questions” of this Missoula 
prizewinner, starting with her birthplace:

“I grew up in Juneau, Alaska. My parents 
moved up there in the 1970s because of the 
oil boom and the land rush, and then my father 
worked for the State of Alaska and my mother 
was a teacher. Clearly, I identify with it still. It 
imprinted on me. I feel like I am part Alaska. 
The maritime environment and the ice age. The 
joke that I have with a friend of mine here is 
that it’s still the Holocene. It can still feel really 
ethereal and magical and ice age-like, although 
things are really changing dramatically.”

Did you write as a kid?

“Yes, I tell people that poetry was my first 
language. I used to sit out from recess in the 
second grade and write poems, and they were 
largely about what I still write about, which is 
a lot about beasts and the natural world. It’s 
definitely part of my core self. I just knew that 
I had to do it to survive.” 

“I had a very clear guide: my second-grade 
teacher, Mrs. Allen, who made us learn and 
copy poems every day, I think. I think what 
was unique about her is that she didn’t just rely 

on kids’ literature; I remember 
William Carlos Williams as be-
ing like the first real poet that I 
attached to as a kid. I think it’s 
easy to let poetry fall by the way-
side, but for kids, it’s like nurs-
ery rhymes, right? And then you 
start adding depth and emotion 
and image, and for me, it just 
worked.”

An Irish-American dual citi-
zen, Sarah Aronson earned her 
Bachelor of Arts at Western 
Washington University in Bell-
ingham, Wash. in 2002, her 
Master of Social Work at the 
University of Montana in 2007, 
and after working a decade as 
a psychotherapist with Western 

Montana Mental Health Center (2008-11) and 
Montana Academy (2011-15), she jumped into 
private practice, earning her comeback MFA 
at UM in 2017.

“I pursued creative writing as an undergrad 
and then threw my hands in the air at age 21, 
saying there’s no future in poetry, and be-
came a psychotherapist. So I returned as a late 
bloomer to the MFA scene and came back as 
like a 35-year-old. So I have that follow-your-
dreams success story, which is it’s never too 
late; you don’t have to be a 22-year-old grad 
student.”

Do you have kids?

“No, I don’t, and that is one of the preoc-
cupations that I have in this book: what does 
it mean to be a mid-thirties woman who is not 
having kids or choosing to have kids or going 
to have kids, and how do you make sense of 
that.”

When did you write the poems in “And Other 
Bodily Powers?”

“I would say that 70 to 80 percent were writ-
ten in the last three years, and then that last little 
fragment, probably the earliest goes back four 
or five years. But the way I’m thinking about it 
is, it’s the culmination of 13 years of solitude; 
I’ve been living alone for that long and these 
are the conversations that I’ve been having in-
ternally, and then being in an MFA program al-
lowed the space for them to be crafted. 

Just to complicate your breakout debut, 
the press discovered another Sarah Aronson, 
the popular kid-lit author of “Just Like Rube 
Goldberg,” all over the web.

“The other Sarah Aronson! (laughs). That’s 
the sad comedy of my life, that there is a gor-
geous red-haired woman who is also named 
Sarah Aronson and does all kinds of other 
things. I haven’t met her, but this is the second 
time in a month that I’ve been confused with 
her, and it’s a challenge to figure out how to be 
my own Sarah Aronson.” 

How did “The Write Question” opportunity 
fall into your life?

“I inherited it from its progenitor, Cherie 
Newman, who had been doing it for 10 years 
(on Montana Public Radio), and it was a very, 
very happenstance moment. I had said that I 
was interested in doing a music show on the 
radio, and she brought me in to watch me do 
an interview and then asked me to do one, and 
then basically hand-delivered the program to 
me unexpectedly. That was about three years 
ago. “

Was your music-show idea an interview 
show?

“No, no. The music show, I just wanted to be 
like the invisible force behind the sound that 
comes out of your transistor. I didn’t want a 
program to host or be an audio producer, so I 
fell into that about the time I was getting my 
MFA.” 

Was it radio or writing that got you into 
“The Write Question?”

 “Oh, it was radio, absolutely. That’s the kind 
of sick joke about it; I wasn’t a very voracious 
reader and the program has made me read well 
over 52 books a year. But in a good way!”

Another loaded question: Do your psychol-
ogy skills come in handy on air?

Montana Press Monthly • Page 8 • November 2019

MONTANA BOOKS
Sa ra h  A ro n s o n :  Ne w, Fre s h, a n d  D i f fe re n t

H

Solitude of Ether

All day women come and go from my office. Build 
her nesting place in safety. The gloom burns off

from the waist down. Warblers hook their tiniest 
songs to fog. This time of year I nurse wet hair.

New crusts of mud form around the legs 
of dead grass. The nights come to us singly, the cold

has told me to give up. If only I could hear your voice. 
Before runoff, a river otter begins wringing out dirt.

I was aloft and marching across the town’s only bridge 
When someone called to ask what kept my attention.
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“The things that I share across all three dis-
ciplines of being an interviewer, a therapist and 
a poet are the element of creativity and the el-
ement of honoring voice. I tell people all the 
time when they think that if you’re a therapist, 
you’re always on call, that I’m not interested 
in spending my whole day in therapist mode. 
That would be rude to myself. Unless you’re 
paying me $100 right now, I’m not interested 
(laughs). It’s just using the skills I have around 
noticing and bringing forth their truest voice, 
that’s what I would say.”

Let’s give our readers another sample of 
your work.

Written by an outdoors woman, yes?

“Yes, I think I consider myself that. In the 
summer, I’m definitely hiking and swimming 
and fishing, and in the winter, I’m cross-coun-
try skiing and hiking. And all year around, 
I’m playing music, the guitar mostly, though 
I was raised doing band and trying to play the 
bagpipes. Landscape is my native home. It’s 
just such a funny title in Montana, you know, 
because I would say I am not in the performa-
tive outdoor experience. I’m not interested 
in claiming things or bagging peaks. I’m in-
terested in like melding rather. It’s not about 
domination for me; it’s about submission and 
blending in.”

How does one write about “bodiless pow-
ers”?

“I tied to show up and be receptive to them. 
I would practice certain kinds of form; the 
couplet is clearly a place I like to go. I was 
working with different inspirations and profes-
sors and mentors. And I was negotiating my 
relationship with Alaska, so some of it is an 
homage to that life of mine. But in some ways, 
it’s like my job as a writer is just to show up 
and then try to craft from that place. I don’t of-
ten work top-down cognitively; I kind of work 
from the source back on up.”

Where do you think the 
ancient art of poetry is head-
ed today?

“That’s such a good ques-
tion. Because I’m inside of it 
and also outside of it, I can 
see it a couple ways. There 
are a ton of really great small 
presses right now and gor-
geous books out, and also I 
think it could be argued that 
there are still the same types 
of problems in terms of 
whose voice is elevated with 
what authority and support-
ed by whom. And also, the 
way that poetry is shared in 
the public forum is so differ-
ent from the ways we might 
have done it 150 years ago. 
When I introduce myself as 
a poet, people have no idea 
how to react, because it feels 
like either a niche thing or 
old-timey or quaint, like 
‘Oh, you’re the poet!’ Or 
you might be a starving mas-
ochist. So I think poetry still 

has a reputation that doesn’t fully give it its life 
and breath.”

Here’s your own “write question.” Do you 
have plans to write other stuff?

“Yes, I am pretty well invested in a non-fic-
tion book right now, and I’ve done a number 
of fly-fishing poems and articles; so there are 
those elements. My relationship with poetry, 
who knows? I don’t think it’s my job to try 
to muscle it. For me, life is radio in the early 
morning, psychotherapy in the afternoon and 
poetry at night. I love it. I have an office. I’m 
very much an old-fashioned person.” E

—Jay MacDonalD

Woman Standing in Front of the Mendenhall Glacier

Warmth and recession are not to be
feared. Chattermarks in bedrock,

What if you were not my only reason
for being here? If you advance, what

Might it take to surrender. Pressed
my whole torso into the wind shear,

everything felt elemental. Inside,
I could barely stand the weight

of accumulation. Downwasting
to relieve some of the pressure.

In the barren zone I could tell you wanted
to be touched, but coiled back. A cold stream

in your withdrawal. My heels 
rocking in the wet footprint.



This following is part of a series entitled 
“Unsolved in Montana,” in which author Brian 
D’Ambrosio will re-examine Montana crimes 
over recent decades that have never been 
brought to a definitive legal conclusion. Per-
haps readers of Montana Press may be able to 
bring new information forward to resolve some 
of these situations and the circumstances that 
surround them.

here is a tendency in crime reporting to get 
bogged down in a morass of distant lan-
guage, of callused formulas, or even worse, 

a quagmire of apathy. Blanket explanations 
separate the general public from the murder vic-
tim and words are applied, albeit often uncon-
sciously, that make the death just one of another 
non-relatable incidents. 

Amy Marie Johnson reportedly ran with “a 
bad crowd,” and “a rough crowd,” and she was 
labeled as “troubled.” But that’s not much of a 
foundation or conclusion for any story.

While Amy Johnson’s life may be observed in 
frosty statistics – 24-year-old Native American 
female, black hair, brown eyes, last seen down-
town Livingston, disappeared May 16, 1986, 
told roommate she’d be back in a few hours – 
this cold data doesn’t expand the understanding 
of the mother who never returned to her baby 
girl, or a daughter who left behind a grieving 
family. 

Perhaps what follows here provides a less im-
personal launching spot to re-examine her life: 
Amy Johnson was the fourth child out of the 
five adoptees of Cliff and Peg Johnson. Clifford 
was a native of Wheatland, Wyoming, and Peg 
was born and raised in New York. The Johnsons 
had met in Alameda County, California during 
World War II at the once-bustling Naval Air Sta-
tion Alameda; Cliff was a seaman second class, 
employed as a cook, and Peg, a fresh college 
graduate with a degree in food nutrition, worked 
as a food inspector. 

At the conclusion of the war, Clifford and Peg 
were still smitten and jointly searching for the 
next step. Peg knew a couple of family members 
who were frequent summer vacationers at Liv-
ingston, Montana, and after their military dis-
charge and marriage in Big Timber, it became 
the newlywed’s destination.   

Peg was a devout Irish-Catholic, and she con-
vinced Cliff to replace his Lutheran faith with 
a more dedicated variety of Catholicism.  Un-
able to conceive biologically, they adopted five 
children. Four of the kids who comprised Cliff 
and Peg’s family were Native American. Cliff, 
who was always mindful of his own adoption, 
saw the act of adoption as a compassionate act, 

a vital part of the imperfect rotation of life. Set-
ting historical grievances about the harsh re-
alities of transracial adoption of Natives in the 
United States aside, the Johnsons’ heart seemed 
to be in the upright place. Perhaps Amy was Sal-
ish or Kootenai, certainly born on the Flathead 
Reservation, most likely in St. Ignatius. Little is 
known about her biological parents. Born Sep-
tember 4, 1961, and adopted through a Catholic 
charity service, Amy Johnson attended Saint 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Livingston and was 
baptized there along with her other siblings.

The love which the Johnsons’ bestowed their 
children appeared as if it transcended race – 
at least for them, at least inside the control of 
their own home, and at least in the fair manner 
that they reportedly conducted their own lives. 
Some others, however, were less benevolent in 
their judgment of blending Native children with 
white households. 

“I am the only white boy in the entire bunch,” 
says Amy’s brother, Chris Johnson, born and ad-
opted in 1952. “My family was so progressive 
at the time that they took in Native Americans. 
It wasn’t a political thing where they wanted to 
just steal a kid from the reservation and bring 
them into white society. That was the philoso-
phy in the 1950s, getting them off of the reserva-
tion, get them into town, and break their tradi-
tions. Mom and Dad were not that way. They 
were accepting. Every one of my siblings is at 
least half-Indian, and that caused problems in 
Livingston. Livingston didn’t like dark people. 
It was a very prejudiced town – and it still is.”

Sweet and Shy Child 
with Parents Like Saints

Clifford Johnson carried mail through the 
chill of snow and the gloom of night in Livings-
ton for 30 years. As one of the community’s life-
lines, he delivered not only cheery correspon-
dences and telegrams but even death notices to 
families postmarked from Vietnam.

“Dad was a conscientious worker,” recalls 
Amy Johnson’s sister, Brigit Craig. “He must 
have gotten the most presents out of everyone 
who delivered the mail in Livingston. One of 
the things he used to do around Christmas time 
was that he would note which houses hadn’t re-
ceived a card, and he would leave a card in their 
mailbox, on a plate with a homemade cookie 
that was made by my mom. Dad would say that 
everyone deserved to get a card at Christmas.” 

Peg stayed at home with the kids, kneading 
bread and concocting meals. No Swanson’s TV 
dinners were served in their household; Peg 

prided herself in the food that she made from 
scratch. The Johnsons were progressive, only 
using their Corvair van to go to church or trans-
port groceries, electing to ride their bicycles or 
walk around town whenever possible. Cliff was 
proficient at a number of instruments, including 
the clarinet, the piano, and the organ, and he per-
formed in a swing jazz band on the weekends 
at local dinner clubs. He also ran the Catholic 
choir. 

Housekeeper Peg squeezed out enough time 
to organize the event schedule of the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas. The Johnson chil-
dren counted their blessings before each meal 
and enumerated their gratitude at bedtime. In 
fact, the kids were so embedded in their religion 
that, after eight years of instruction, they hadn’t 
known many people from other faiths, a fact that 
changed soon after they started attending public 
school.  

“My parents were like saints,” explains Bri-
git. “They were really good people.”

“They were not social people in the town,” 
says Chris. “They didn’t belong to the golf 
course or the doctors’ or lawyers’ club, but they 
were active in their church and they were re-
spected, and they raised us to be good kids.”

Chris Johnson observed that his family paid 
little attention to the pronounced social split of 
Livingston society, though it was hard not to be 
aware of its existence.

“Back then, Livingston wasn’t the artsy-fart-
sy shit, the celebrities, and the candy-flavored 
alcohol and fruity beers. It was a town of farm-
ers and rednecks. As a kid, the east side kids 
were tough as nails, home to the railroaders, and 
the west side kids were a bunch of pansies. The 
east side was the run-down houses and weed-
filled yards and apple trees which hadn’t been 
trimmed in a hundred years.”

Nonetheless, recollections of Amy as a young 
girl are uniformly pleasant. Descriptions of her 
frequently include the words “reserved,” “shy,” 
“caring,” and “artistic.” She was said to be com-
passionate with all of the younger kids in the 
neighborhood. Most of her friends lived within 
a few blocks of the Johnsons’ family home on 
Fifth Street.  She loved marching around the 
block, invariably finding a few minutes to stop 
to play with the neighbor’s dog, irresistibly 
named Taffy. If you handed her a sheet of paper, 
she’d represent the world in patterns, lines, and 
shapes. Her adoption was no secret; it would 
eventually become a source of strength, her par-
ents thought.

“Our parents never hid the adoption from us,” 
remembers Chris. “Mom and Dad had a suitcase 
stored that you never touched with all of the in-

formation about each one of our grandparents’ 
info and info about the tribes and agencies we 
all came from.

There is a bleary picture of a picture which 
supports the depiction offered by Amy’s sib-
lings of her being painfully shy: there she is in 
the foreground, her body language a statement 
of her personality. Her knees are tucked in at 
the chest, almost pained in her expression; she 
seems to be wanting to seek a corner and not be 
bothered.

Despite her timidity, Amy developed into 
a solid, kind, and likable girl, a healthy 5 ft. 3 
inches.

“I thought she was one of the most beautiful 
little girls I had ever seen. And she was so sweet 
and shy,” recalls Agnes Schafer, the Johnson 
family’s neighbor. “And, sad to say, I don’t think 
I ever told her so.” 

Babe Thrown to the Wolves

School was hard fought, and when she wasn’t 
feeling confident, Amy’s grades suffered; she 
sacrificed sleep, and stress blackened her mood. 
Amy’s innocence rammed against her; as a 
teenager, she engaged with alcohol and drugs 
and a mostly idle collection of friends. Though 
she graduated from Park County High School, 
booze and hard drugs accelerated the difficulties 
of a young woman who for many years already 
had been struggling with her mental health.

Factors spiraled: gloomy bars compounded 
her depression; the inevitable stupor of drugs 
led to her being labeled by some others as unde-
sirable; the scene was rife with accompanying 
predators who took pleasure in exploiting the 
vulnerabilities of a young person sorely lacking 
in self-confidence.

“She was a babe and she didn’t know the 
ways of the world,” recalls Chris. “They threw 
her to the wolves – and fed her alcohol. Amy 
made some bad choices, but I don’t think she 
was mentally prepared to understand what she 
was choosing. She was led into a pack of fuck-
ing wolves. These people were pukes when I 
was in high school.”

Amy had a baby with one man, then a second 
child with another man, and then delivered an-
other child fathered by a separate person. Two of 
the fathers had criminal histories, one had com-
mitted crimes that were predicated on violence, 
including a conviction for felony assault. Amy 
permitted the children to be removed from her 
custody; one of her offspring was adopted out 
through Lutheran Social Services in Missoula, 
an exchange that her older brother Chris en-
abled.

“My mom was such a devout Catholic,” re-
members Chris. “The Catholic Church said 
don’t give your kids birth control – and she 
didn’t.”

In the spring of 1986, Amy’s life was a tidal 
wave of bad choices: drugs, familial detach-
ment, pregnancies with hard men that ended in 
adoptions. Alcohol remained the hellhound on 
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her trail. When she drank, she was usually ag-
gressive and mean-spirited, even slipping into 
an alternate mental pathology, sometimes call-
ing herself JoJo.

Alcoholic Amy wasn’t the same Amy that 
most people knew; it wasn’t the soft-spoken 
nurse who politely served meals and kept the 
sheets clean. or the aloof Amy who frequently 
stopped over to eat dinner and chat with her 
parents. Clifford and Peggy always remained 
firm in their love for Amy. Love and consisten-
cy would pull her through, they thought. They 
prayed harder, and counterweighted Amy’s in-
securities with kindness and smiles.

There were encouraging signs that Amy, at 
age 24, had started to recalibrate her sense of 
happiness and self-worth. She was working 
hard as a Certified Nursing Assistant at Livings-
ton HealthCare. Feeding, bathing, and dressing 
patients were rigorous acts, but she enjoyed the 
self-esteem boost that the paycheck provided; 
furthermore, she now had a newborn baby at 
home, a child she was determined to keep and 
support this time around.

Amy’s Final Night
Amy’s timeline on that fateful night of May 

16, 1986 lacks structure or clarity, primarily re-
counted as it is through the shifting recollection 
of her lone roommate. Mary Guana and Amy 
Johnson had been close since junior high school, 
rooming together on and off starting when they 
were teenagers.

“She was a good person who was full of 
laughter,” explains Mary, who, admittedly, 
has grappled herself with significant substance 
abuse and mental health problems. “She could 
make up a story just like that. We were not ev-
eryone’s cup of tea. We would be considered 
what most people would call lower class people, 
but you know what, we didn’t care. Amy was 
tribal and dark-skinned and I’m Mexican, and 
I guess that’s why we fell into friendship with 
each other.”

Amy and Mary had a number of pregnancies 
– overlapping only weeks apart on one occasion 
– but before either had had any of their children, 
they traveled frequently as a tight tandem. Amy 
once lived with Mary in Idaho, but she was 

stricken with a dreadful bout 
of homesickness, and she and 
her friend both returned to 
Montana.

“She was like my little sis-
ter,” says Mary. “I got married 
on a bet, and Amy came to my 
wedding. One time we were 
both pregnant and we had a 
little black and white TV and 
were watching scary shows 
on the VCR. She was ready 
to go home, and we stepped 
outside and we saw the North-
ern Lights, and ran over to her 
dad’s house and told him. We 
had our arguments, but she 
was always there for me, and 
I was always there for her. Ex-
cept this one time.”  

May 16th was a Friday 
night. Amy was excited about 
her date. Mary had a male 
friend at the house and agreed 
that she would babysit for 
Amy if her friend promised to 
return no later than Saturday 
morning. Mary had made fun 
plans of her own for the week-
end.

According to Mary, Amy 
acceded to the timeline before 
borrowing $20 from Mary’s 
male friend. Mary, however, 
was worried about her friend, 
who, she said, left with a man 
she had never seen before. 

She remembered the time that Amy was “beat 
up and left in the mud to die,” a horrible night 
about three years earlier when one of Amy’s 
former boyfriends “hit her in the face with a 
shovel.” Still, Mary, already spread thin by the 
responsibilities of watching her own two chil-
dren, agreed to watch Amy’s infant too. Sure, 
there were times when Amy didn’t come home 
for a day or two or longer. But hopefully this 
wouldn’t be one of them.

Amy Marie Johnson never returned.
Amy left behind a baby girl and all of her 

belongings, including an uncashed welfare 
check. Amy was supposed to have dinner on 
Saturday night with her parents, but she didn’t 
appear. Authorities suspected that she was mur-
dered. According to police reports and news 
accounts, Livingston Police Captain Steve Mc-
Cann affirmed that Amy was seen with former 
boyfriend, Ron Phillips (referred to as “a tribal 
member”), the evening of her disappearance. 
When questioned, according to McCann, Phil-
lips said that “he had dropped her off downtown 
that night after they had driven around awhile.” 
A report came in that she was seen six days later 
in a bar at Gardiner, 50 miles to the south, but 
that information couldn’t be verified.

The police inquiry fell short. Suspects were 
rounded up, but the absence of a body made the 
prospect of pressing charges unlikely. Rampant 
speculation dissolved into passive gossip. Peo-
ple close to Amy clammed up. The pendulum of 
the investigation swung fast from hot to cold. It 
stayed stuck mostly on the latter. 

Honest Lead to Follow
In the late 1980s, people jotted down their 

grievances on sheets of paper; back then, and 
there were many more editors to be found work-
ing at messy newspaper desks who would hear 
them out. Chris Johnson took to scribbling mis-
sives – it was, he said, a healthier alternative 
than drinking prodigious amounts of alcohol 
and pounding his fist full-force into furniture 
or occasionally even someone else’s face. Dark 
and desperate, Amy’s brother’s appeals embody 
the cruelest aspects of what it’s like to bear wit-
ness to the disappearance of one’s own family 
member.

“What happened? Where is she? Why can’t 
we get anyone to give an honest lead to fol-
low?... I and my parents are hoping that there is 
someone who can shed a light on this problem 
and help put this painful and nagging question 
into focus for us.”

Chris Johnson always concluded his letters 
with a plea seeking the public’s help to end his 
family’s nightmare, along with the meekest of 
thanks.

The Johnsons eventually turned over Amy’s 
fourth child to Child Protective Services and the 
toddler, similar to her mother and her grandfa-
ther Clifford, was put up for adoption. (Today, 
she is a vibrant, successful person, who is said 
to look exactly like her mother.) Cliff and Peg 
coped with the disappearance and possible mur-
der of their daughter the best way that they knew 
how, through stronger prayer and the re-applica-
tion of greater faith. Let the law do what it does; 
the rest must be turned over to God.

Yet despite their renewed reliance on their 
faith, Amy’s parents never reconciled how such 
a shy, quiet, precious living thing could be torn 
from their home without forever rupturing it. 
There was no psalm that could lighten the truth 
that their daughter might never be joining them 
again at the dinner table. Even with the grace of 
God and one another, some days the house was 
all echoes and loneliness.

The Johnsons moved out of Livingston, fol-
lowing Amy’s siblings, who were either gone 
from there before Amy disappeared or sub-
sequently dispersed.  Clifford died in 2006 of 
complications due to Alzheimer’s; Peggy died 
a few years ago.

In the early 2000s, Livingston police were 
approached by a guilt-plagued man who took 
them to the craggy, high-mountain draw where 
he claimed Amy’s remains were stored at one 
point.  Police extensively questioned the indi-
vidual, who, according to police records, denied 
that he participated in Amy’s physical murder 
but did admit to his “forced participation” in the 
disposal of her body. A team of cadaver-sniffing 
canines canvassed the area. No Amy. No charg-

es were filed against the man.
More than thirty years later, Amy Johnson’s 

family members remain convinced in their 
suspicion that Amy’s body was moved several 
times and it’s their belief that some of the fam-
ily members and friends of Amy’s killer must 
possess information as to what evil befell her on 
that fateful May night in 1986.

“The Department of Justice in Helena is sup-
posed to be the overseer and auditing all of these 
people,” says Chris Johnson. “Why does Liv-
ingston have so many unsolved homicides and 
suspicious deaths, and most other places don’t 
have any? Amy wasn’t one of Livingston’s 
model residents, but doesn’t her family have the 
right to learn of her whereabouts?” E

—Brian D’aMBrosio

Anyone with tips or  information about Amy 
Johnson may contact Lee Johnson, Supervi-
sory Agent, Division of Criminal Investigation, 
at (406) 586-0902; Brian D’Ambrosio may be 
reached at dambrosiobrian@hotmail.com.
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Amy Johnson in her Youth.

From “Montana’s Missing,” Billings Gazette, September 11, 1994



Montana Press Monthly • Page 12 • November 2019

ontana’s farmers and ranchers per-
sist through frigid winters, long 
periods of drought, relatively short 
growing seasons and a constantly 

fluctuating market.
Even so, agriculture consistently leads 

Montana industries, bringing in about $4.6 
billion dollars annually. This is almost $1.5 
billion more than the state’s next leading in-
dustry, travel and tourism, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

A warming climate is now impacting what 
is an already uncertain industry.

“It’s not an easy job for these ranchers to 
deal with this kind of environment,” says 
Tim DelCurto, Montana State University 
professor of animal and range science.

Montana producers say they are constantly 
adapting to changing weather patterns and the 
impacts on their land. Farmers have respond-
ed to changing conditions over the years by 
diversifying their crops. They have reduced 
soil tillage and planted cover crops. Some 
producers have also worked to minimize ni-
trogen, fertilizer, weed and pest control.

“We have always managed around 
change,” says Bruce Maxwell, professor and 
co-director of the Institute on Ecosystems, 
based at Montana State. “We are seeing farm-
ers respond, and it makes sense; they are us-
ing a lot of logic there. In the same way, we 
should be thinking even more broadly about 
how we respond to some of these changing 
patterns.”

The Future of Change
Rising temperatures are expected to re-

duce snowpack, shift streamflow patterns, 
and result in additional stress on Montana’s 
water supply, especially during the sum-
mer and early fall, according to the 2017 
Montana Climate Assessment, a research 
document supported by the National Science 
Foundation and compiled by a group of sci-
entists and professors from the University of 
Montana and Montana State University.

Historical observations from 1950 to 2015 
show a shift toward earlier snowmelt and 
an earlier peak in spring runoff in the west-
ern parts of Montana. As traditional water 
sources dwindle, water users will be forced 
seek alternatives. These changes could lead 
to dwindling late-summer water availability 
and put pressure on groundwater sources 

The rise in temperature is also expected to 
intensify the persistent drought periods that 
are a natural part of Montana’s climate.

“Montanans in the future are going to be 
living under more uncertain, more variable 
conditions,” says Hailey Wilmer, a social 
rangeland scientist with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. “We are going to see 
more extreme weather events. There are also 
going to be extremely dry events across the 
board.”

Annual average temperatures, including 
daily minimums, maximums, and averages, 
have risen across the state between 1950 and 
2015, per the 2017 Montana Climate As-
sessment. According to data collected in the 
2017 Montana Climate Assessment, the re-
corded increases range between 2.0 to 3.0°F 
(1.1 to 1.7°C) during this period.

Montana is projected to continue to warm 
in all geographic locations, seasons, and 
under all emission scenarios throughout 
the 21st century. By mid-century, Montana 
temperatures are projected to increase by ap-
proximately 4.5 to 6.0°F overall, depending 
on the emission scenario. 

Seeking Solutions

In early October, a group of scientists, poli-
cy makers, ranchers and farmers came togeth-
er in Bozeman in an effort to align climate-
change research with on-the-ground needs in 
Montana’s agricultural industry. The event 
was sponsored by a non-partisan organization, 
The Burton K. Wheeler Center at Montana 
State University.

“In a world where climate variability adds 
complexity to our decision making, produc-
ers can be prepared through adaptation plan-
ning,” says Dominique Woodham, director of 
the Montana State University Extension cli-
mate science team. “This helps replace emo-
tionally-fueled responses with thoughtful and 
controlled actions, empowering farmers and 
ranchers to take control of the uncertainty.” 

Montana is the fourth largest state in the na-
tion and its location exposes the state to a mix 
of diverse weather systems. Montana’s unique 
geography means that climate varies greatly 
across the state. Because of the state’s large 
number of micro-climates, each farm and 
ranch will be impacted differently by climate 
change.

Woodham encourages each producer to 
come up with a customized plan that incor-
porates a variety of potential scenarios to deal 
with changing conditions. “How you choose to 
prepare for extreme weather events and adapt 
to a variable climate is up to you. That will 
be unique to you and your operations – your 
goals, your craft, your available resources and 
your location.”

Rancher J.M. Peck owns Trapper Creek 
Ranch, a cow/calf operation first homesteaded 
in the late 1880s. His Melrose-based ranch 
produces hay, and his cattle graze on native 
ranges on deeded state lands.

“My grandfather would say, ‘Mother Nature 
is our boss.’” Peck says. “Climate variability 
has impacted my family as long as they have 
been in agriculture.”

Peck says he’s witnessed the climate chang-
ing during his lifetime. “The drought of 1999 
to 2006 was especially hard in our area,” he 
says. A majority of the neighboring farms and 
ranches were forced to shut down as a conse-
quence of that particular drought. 

“The past three years have also been espe-
cially hard. 2019 was one of the worst winters 
ever. It had a huge effect upon us. Some of it 
I’m still dealing with today.” 

Peck admits many people in his industry 
tend to work in the moment instead of formu-
lating long-term plans.

“Sometimes we get stuck thinking about 
tomorrow and what our chores are. I think 
change sometimes comes hard for people in 
our industry,” he says. “We need to do some-
thing different. We need to find easier ways to 
do things.”

The rancher says he takes advantage of 
spring and fall grazing if the weather allows. 
“This year we got an early rain, so we went out 
to pasture early. We take advantage of oppor-
tunities. But just because something worked 
last year doesn’t necessarily mean it will work 
this year or next year,” Peck says.

Grain producer Vince Mattson has also 
been working to incorporate new and innova-
tive farming practices in the past decade. His 
Chester-based operation has been integrat-
ing new and better wheat varieties. They’ve 
striven to increase organic matter in the soil, 
and are working to find more efficient ways to 
store water.

Mattson encourages his fellow producers 
“not to get caught up in the hype,” related to 
radical claims about global warming, but also 
by no means to ignore changes. “We do our 
part to be good stewards of the land. We do 
everything in our power to be sustainable,” he 
says.

E
Change on  
            the Range
“ T H E  C O M M O N  G R O U N D  T H A T 

S C I E N T I S T S  A N D  P R O D U C E R S  H A V E  I S 

T H E  I D E A  O F  T H E  F U T U R E .  T H E Y  H A V E  A 

C O M M O N  I N T E R E S T  I N  S U S T A I N I N G  T H E 

V I A B I L I T Y  O F  T H E I R  C O M M U N I T I E S  A N D 

E C O S Y S T E M S .  T H E Y  A R E  J U S T  G O I N G 

A B O U T  I T  I N  D I F F E R E N T  W A Y S . ”

— U S D A  R a n g e l a n d  S c i e n t i s t 
H a i l e y  W i l m e r

M

M O N T A N A  F A R M E R S  A N D  R A N C H E R S  B U I L D  R E S I L I E N C Y  I N  T H E  A G E  O F  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E
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Responding to Reality

Lyle Benjamin is the President of the Mon-
tana Grain Growers Association. He empha-
sizes that producers in his group are constantly 
responding to changes in market conditions, 
and to agronomic problems. “Farmers are not 
necessarily making a conscious effort to say, 
‘You know the climate went up one degree 
this year, so I’m going to do this.’ They are 
responding to a range of things that are affect-
ing our farms.” 

“Farmers are doing things to be sustainable 
and successful many generations from now,” 
Benjamin says. “To me, sustainable means 
that a family is going to be living here 100 
years from now. That means we haven’t hurt 
the land. We haven’t hurt the soil.” He insists 
that the solution to sustainable agriculture 
must also be profitable. “If we can’t make a 
profit, we won’t have a farm. There has to be 
a profitability.”

Stillwater County Agriculture and 4-H agent 
Lee Schmelzer has been working to address 

climate change and agriculture for nearly 20 
years. “In 2000 to 2006 in Stillwater County 
we were basically in a ‘biblical drought’,” he 
recalls. The drought stretched through the cen-
ter of Montana up to Liberty and Toole Coun-
ties, he says. “It was horrific. People didn’t 
know what to do.”

During that period, Schmelzer responded by 
working with producers to install more weath-
er stations and other early-drought warning 
tools. He suggests that monitoring soil mois-
ture and temperature trends can be helpful 
to prepare what he considers flash droughts, 
where crops can dry up in only a matter of 
days. “If we know what’s happening below 
ground, we can prevent it from sneaking up 
on us,” he says.

New Farmer’s Almanacs?

“Montana Mesonet” is a cooperative state-
wide soil moisture and meteorological infor-
mation system being developed in conjunction 
with the University of Montana climate of-

fice to support decision-making in agriculture 
(http://climate.umt.edu/mesonet/). 

Agricultural calendars can also provide 
timely information on planting, sowing and 
harvesting periods of locally adapted crops in 
specific zones. There are also several agricul-
tural applications available on the internet that 
can be downloaded to smartphones. Producers 
say an abundance of information coming from 
several different sources leads to confusion. 
While Montana Mesonet continues to develop 
statewide statistics, Montana producers ex-
press the need for a clearinghouse of agricul-
tural data and tools that can be accessed easily 
and efficiently.

Stanley Bates is an agronomist at Big Sky 
Agriculture Consulting. He has several ap-
plications on his phone including Trimble 
Agriculture, OnXmaps and MyJohnDeere. 
Bates says he often has to analyze data from 
several different program languages to devel-
op something that makes sense for the farmer 
– tasks that can fill most of the day. Lack of 
high-speed internet access is also a barrier for 
Montana farmers. Many farms and ranches 
across the state lack access to broadband in-
ternet services.

New technology such as drones and GPS 
monitoring can help producers cope with add-
ed stresses on the system. These technologies 
mean farmers no longer have to apply water, 
fertilizers, and pesticides uniformly across en-
tire fields. Instead, they can use the minimum 
quantities required and target very specific 
areas, or even treat individual plants differ-
ently, according to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. Ranchers may well benefit from 
GPS services by making it easier to track the 
location of their cattle; this could help farmers 
identify sick cows earlier and reduce costs of 
labor. MSU professor Maxwell suggests that 
incorporating new technology and farming 
methods and monitoring the results can help 
make producers “better gamblers.”

Lee Schmelzer concurs with Maxwell. 
Farmers should document the successes and 
failures of whatever methods they employ to 
garner support from researchers and policy 
makers, he says.

“There are always changes year-to-year. 
How can we use these changes to address larg-
er trends and give a bigger picture?”

Coordinating Resources

Agriculture economist Anton Bekkermann 
says that ongoing communication with Mon-
tana producers is key to the success of the 
state’s agriculture industry. “Researchers and 

policy makers need to have conversations with 
producers to make sure their ideas are mutu-
ally beneficial,” he says.

One of rangeland scientist Hailey Wilmer’s 
main goals is to get scientists and producers 
working together.

“The two worlds don’t necessarily see eye-
to-eye,” she says. “But the common ground 
that scientists and producers have is the idea 
of the future. They have a common interest in 
sustaining the viability of their communities 
and ecosystems. They are just going about it 
in different ways.”

MSU Climate Change Extension Agent 
Dominique Woodham sums up the situation 
in this fashion: “The research says there will 
be extremes, and we will need to deal with it. 
There will be unprecedented uncertainty.”

“The complexity of working within the 
natural world and within agriculture will in-
crease,” Woodham adds. “But the agricultural 
scene is filled with innovative and creative 
minds and optimistic people and we are all re-
silient. Natural resources and agriculture will 
be part of the solution.” E

—Breeana lauGhlin

The Montana Climate Assessment is available 
in full, in digital format at montanaclimate.org. 

The USDA produced the 2017 Adaptaion 
Resources for Agriculture, available at 

www.climatehubs.usda.gov. 

Further Resources Include:

High Plains Regional Climate Center
Regional source for climate data
www.hprcc.unl.edu 
402-472-6706

National Drought Mitigation Center
Archive of U.S. Drought Monitor
www.drought.unl.edu
402-472-6707

USDA National Resources 
Conservation Service 
Snowpack monitoring provided by SNOTEL
www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow

U.S. Geological Survey
Streamflow conditions and maps
www.waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php

Photo credits: www.visitmt.com

Interactions of natural systems and human interventions guarantee that climate 

change effects on agriculture, and vice versa, will be neither simple nor trivial. 

(Source: Montana Climate Assessment 2017)

Montana is projected to continue to warm in all geographic locations, seasons, and under all emission scenarios throughout the 
21st century. By mid-century, Montana temperatures are projected to increase by approximately 4.5 to 6.0°F overall.



The monthly calendar is a sampling of events
and activities across the state. Please send
updates to: info@montanapress.net. 

Friday, November 1
Billings                                                 
Arterial Drive, alt-pop/rock, Pub Station, Billings, 
894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Jazz night with Alex Robilotta, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399“Addams Family,” musical 
play, 8 p.m., The Shane Center, Livingston, 222-1420
Halloween Party, Blackwater Band, rock, 8 p.m., 
Chico Hot Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Living Down the River, psychedelic bluegrass, 
9 p.m., Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Dead Sky, folk/rock, 9 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Missoula                                               
“Love that Dog,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., Montana 
Repertory Theatre, UM Campus, Missoula, 826-3150

Saturday, November 2
Billings                                                 
Counting Coup, 6 p.m., Yellowstone Valley Brewing, 
Billings, 245-0918
The Bitter Road, country/punk, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Vigilantes, blues, 9 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Romeo and Juliet, stage play, 7 p.m., Emerson 
Center, 7 p.m., Shakespeare in the Parks, 994-3303
”The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time,” stage play, 8 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
“Addams Family,” musical play, 8 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
Blackwater Band, rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot Springs 
Saloon, 333-4933
Rob Lethert, Americana, 8 p.m., Old Saloon, 
Emigrant, 333-4482
Reckless Abandon, blues/rock, 9 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Bear Spray Akimbo, psych rock, 9:30 p.m., El 
Camino Bar, Bozeman, 551-2337
Helena                                                 
Sissy Brown, country, 5 p.m., Blackfoot River 
Brewing, Helena, 449-3005
710 Ashbury, hippy/folk, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
“Mr. Malicious: Most Vicious Vaudeville and 
Malevolent Marvels,” performance by HeartScope 
Ensemble, 8 p.m., Windsor Ballroom, 
Helena, 459-9834
OverTime, rock, 8 p.m., Silver City Saloon, 
Helena, 239-6890
Great Falls                                           
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club,
Great Falls, 952-4471
50 Watt Sun, grunge rock, 9 p.m., Do Bar, 
Great Falls, 727-0388
Butte                                                     
Dodgy Mountain Men, neo-folk, 9 p.m., Covellite 
Theatre, Butte, 498-6869
Missoula                                               
“Love that Dog,” stage play, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 
Montana Repertory Theatre, UM Campus, 
Missoula, 826-3150
CAAMP, SOLD OUT, The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521
Far Out West, rock/funk, 9 p.m., Monk’s Bar, 
Missoula, info@monksbarmt.com
Sneaky Pete and the Secret Weapons, funk/rock, 
10:15 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Sunday, November 3
Billings                                                 
“Auction of Arias,” opera performances, 
McCormick Cafe, 7:30 p.m., sponsored by NOVA 
Center, Billings, 591-9535
The Weeks, grit/groove, 8 p.m., Pub Station, Billings, 
894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Addams Family,” musical play, 3 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
”The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time,” stage play, 3 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
The Road Agents, acoustic rock, 6 p.m., Outlaw 
Brewing, Bozeman, 577-2403
Moth, electro-rock, 7 p.m., Bozeman Hot Springs, 
586-6492
A Historic Evening with Eva Schloss, Holocaust 
survivor, 7 p.m., Brick Breeden Fieldhouse, 
Bozeman, 994-2287
AVA and Tiny Iota, power pop, 8 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
2:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Missoula                                               
Blue Moon Trio, jazz, 6 p.m., Rumour Restaurant, 
Missoula, 549-7575

Monday, November 4
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bluegrass Jam, Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m., 
Livingston, 333-3855
Ryan Acker, songwriter, 5 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Improv on the Verge, comedy, 7 p.m., Verge 
Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960

Moscow Ballet presents, “Great Russian 
Nutcracker,” live performance, 7 p.m., Mansfield 
Theatre, Great Falls, 453-4102

Tuesday, November 5
Billings                                                 
Writer’s Circle, open session on first Tuesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m., Second Floor Conference room, 
Billings Public Library, 243-6022
Will Summers and Trevor Stoltenberg, 
improvisational duets, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
Traditional Irish music session, 7 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“The Eight Master Lessons of Nature,” reading/
signing with author Gary Ferguson, 6 p.m., Country 
Bookshelf, Bozeman, 587-0166
Brent Cobb and Them, country/roots, Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
Missoula                                               
Smith McCay All Day, blues/rock, 6 p.m., Rumour 
Restaurant, Missoula, 549-7575
“A Million Acres: Montana Writers Reflect on 
Land and Open Space,” reading/signing with 
author/contributors Alexis Bonogofsky, Gwen Florio, 
Keir Graff, LeDoux Hansen, Caroline Patterson, 
7 p.m., Fact and Fiction Books, Missoula, 721-2881
“Lavender Farming: Secrets from a Hard Row 
Hoed,” reading/signing with author Lavender Lori 
Parr, 7 p.m., Shakespeare and Co., 
Missoula, 549-9010

Wednesday, November 6
Billings                                                 
The Last Revel, Americana, 6 p.m., Yellowstone 
Valley Brewing, Billings, 245-0918
Daniel Kosel, modern blues/rock, 7 p.m., and 
Lashes, punk rock, 9 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
Merkules, hip-hop, 7 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185
Helena                                                 
“A Million Acres: Montana Writers Reflect on 
Land and Open Space,” reading with Alexis 
Bonogofsky, Keir Graff, Caroline Patterson, and Jim 
Robbins, Gulch Distilling, 6:30 p.m., 443-0260
Cow Tipping Comedy, comedy show, 6:30 p.m., 
Lewis and Clark Brewing Tap Room, 
Helena, 442-5960
Butte                                                     
Ukulele Jam Sessions, 6 p.m., Clark Chateau, 
Butte, 565-5600

Thursday, November 7
Billings                                                 
“Knapsacks and Roses, Montana’s Women 
Veterans of World War I” reading with author, 
Edward E. Saunders, 12 p.m., Western Heritage 
Center, Billings, 256-6809
The ParNicularly ReNiculous Variety Show, 
comedy show, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
Alder Lights, rock, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Projectile Comedy, comedy troupe, 8 p.m., 
The Loft, Billings, 259-9074
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Open Range, country, 5 p.m., Sage Lodge, 
Pray, (855) 400-0505
“Catch and Release: An Oregon Life in Politics,” 
reading/signing with author Les AuCoin, 6 p.m., 
Country Bookshelf, Bozeman, 587-0166
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m. Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399 
LivJazzFest Jazz Festival featuring Gateway City 
Big Band, swing, Livingston Elk’s Lodge, 
www.livjazzfest.com
Honey and Rye, Americana/bluegrass, 8 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
G-Rex and ZEKE, electronic, 8 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Jerry Joseph, folk/rock, 8:30 p.m., The Attic, 
Livingston, 222-6106
Helena                                                 
Aaron Williams, singer/songwriter, 5:30 p.m., Snow 
Hop Brewery, Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Intermission, honky tonk, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“Mr. Malicious: Most Vicious Vaudeville and 
Malevolent Marvels,” performance by HeartScope 
Ensemble, 8 p.m., Windsor Ballroom, 
Helena, 459-9834
Great Falls                                           
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, 
Great Falls, 952-0393
“A Million Acres: Montana Writers Reflect on 
Land and Open Space,” reading with Alexis 
Bonogofsky, Keir Graff, and Eric Heidle, 7 p.m., 
Cassiopeia Books, Great Falls, 315-1515
Allegedly Red, rock, 9 p.m., Do Bar, 
Great Falls, 727-0388
Butte/Surrounding                                                     
Montana Shamrockers, Celtic, 7 p.m., 
Rialto Theatre, Deer Lodge, 846-7900
Body Thief, prog rock, 7 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Butte, 299-3948
Missoula                                               
The Sundogs, folkgrass duo, 6 p.m., Rumour 
Restaurant, Missoula, 549-7575
“Seven Montanas: A Journey in Search of the 
Soul of the Treasure State,” reading/signing with 
author Ednor Therriault, 7 p.m., Shakespeare 
and Co., Missoula, 549-9010
Poetry Reading: Sarah Aronson and Kelly 
Schirmann, hosted by Fact and Fiction Books, 
7 p.m., Ole Beck VFW Post, Missoula, 721-2881
Hardwood Heart, folk/jazz, 9 p.m., 
The Badlander, 549-0235
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THE LAST REVEL
The Last Revel brings the full 

spectrum of modern Americana to 
life with lush arraignments of three-
part vocal harmonies, acoustic and 

electric guitars, upright bass, 
fiddle, and 5-string banjo. 

Nov. 6 - Yellowstone Valley 
Brewing in Billings
Nov. 8 - Lewis and 

Clark Brewing in Helena
Nov. 9 - Filling Station in Bozeman

TAKE3 TRIO INFUSES CHAMBER MUSIC WITH ROCK 
STAR CHARISMA. LIVE AT THE ELLEN THEATER 

IN BOZEMAN ON NOVEMBER 8.

WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE CALENDAR LISTINGS
Billings Bozeman Helena Great Falls Butte Missoula & More
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ruce Cockburn views time as his most 
precious currency. The 74-year-old 
Canadian singer-songwriter intends to 

spend well what he has left, his role models be-
ing aging musicians such as John Lee Hooker 
(1917-2001) and Mississippi John Hurt (1892-
1966), bluesmen who played their harps until 
their lips trickled blood, and strummed and 
pined through their last shaft of sunlight. 

“In the context of contemplating retirement, 
I admire the old blues guys who never stopped 
working until they dropped,” says Cockburn. 
“That’s what I fully expect to be doing my-
self.”

Most of those blue legends kept playing out 
of financial necessity, of course, but they also 
loved what they did. “Growing old gracefully, 
I’ve learned, is much different than simply 
keeping going,” explains Cockburn. “We ei-
ther die or we get old – those are the choices. 
At this point, I’ll choose growing old, and I’ll 
choose getting better as a musician, and as a 
human being.”

Over five decades, Cockburn, whose music 
has been formed by political dissent, religion, 
romance, and spiritual awakening, has re-
leased 34 albums over his lengthy career. He 
stresses that his work has experienced a large 
resurgence, now that he himself in his 70s, a 
period in life when many other people his age 
are shutting down the store, and segueing from 
living to passing away. 

Indeed, a conversation with Cockburn isn’t 
merely a chronological recap of his life; it’s a 
vivacious discussion about today and tomor-
row and the viaduct that links the two. It’s all 
about his willingness to explore new fields as 
an artist and as a human. His interaction with 
his fans, he says, has matured in novel ways in 
recent years. Up until a few years ago, he had 
resisted greeting audiences, or signing auto-
graphs following shows. Now all that is some-
thing he commonly does – and something he 
enjoys. 

“There’s an element of unreality to those 
encounters,” says Cockburn. “When you are 
on stage, by default, you are larger than life, 
and that’s a distortion. If you stick around long 
enough to converse with people, it gets better 
and more interesting. 

“I now have a multi-generational fan base, 
including kids who were raised on my stuff, 
among other things. These are people who’ve 
hung in there all these years, and now they’ve 
brought their own kids; what kind of huge 
compliment is that? The alternative is watch-
ing the audience turn into skeletons attached to 
the walls with cobwebs.” 

Prolific and multi-dimensional, Cockburn’s 
stage life has been guided by ingenuity. He de-
cided to go wordless on his recently-released 
Crowing Ignites album (his second instrumen-
tal album, following Speechless in 2005), and 
he shows no signs of calling off the hunt for 
the muse. 

“I feel like I’ll get on to something – wheth-
er guitar-tuning, or a certain way of going at 
words, like the spoken word stuff of the ‘80s 
and ‘90s, when what I was doing was explor-
atory, and expanding the song form. The chal-
lenge is to find different ways to put all of that 
stuff together and still call it a song.”

Cockburn admits that now it’s harder than 
ever to find untrammeled paths, and confesses 
that occasionally he finds himself hovering in 
his own footprints. His job description, how-
ever, remains the same: trap the spirit in the 
scrawling of pen on paper, and then pull bright 
notes out of six-string, 12-string, and baritone 
acoustics. 

“It’s easy to make mistakes (as a singer-
songwriter), and now 
I mostly worry more 
about repeating myself 
than I do copying stuff 
from other people. In 
the early days, I went 
out of my way to avoid 
being influenced by 
other singer-song-
writers. From the late 
1960s to early 1970s, I 
made it a point not to 
listen to anything re-
motely close to what it 
was I was doing. 

“So I didn’t lis-
ten to pop music, or 
singer-songwriters or 
anything else that was 
similar to what I was 
playing. Later on, it 
was easier because I 
had established a road 
for myself that wasn’t 
like anyone else’s. 
Now, if I have an idea, 
and if it seems like a 
good one, I need to 
make sure it’s not one 

that I wrote 20 years ago, and yes, that does 
happen. 

“A lot of songs are stillborn because of that. 
You are never going to find new thematic ma-
terial for songs, because life is life. But it’s a 
little harder as time goes on to find fresh ways 
of going at things, or not saying what you’ve 
said before.” 

To stay prepared he has embraced every-
thing from folk, reggae, jazz, rock, Latin, and 
Delta blues, an internationalist slant he has 
nurtured while travelling to such places as 
Guatemala, Iraq, Venezuela, Mali, Mozam-
bique, and Nepal.

One of his trips inspired a memorable song 
that made its way on to “Small Source of Com-
fort.” Cockburn followed his younger brother, 
John, a doctor in the Canadian army, to Af-
ghanistan in 2009 for one week. John joined 
the army at age 55 and worked for the Canadi-
an Forces at Kandahar Airfield. In “Each One 
Lost,” he recounts witnessing a plane arrive 
that was carrying the bodies of two Canadians 
who’d been killed that day.

“I had been in war zones before, but never 
with an actual military and with people whose 
language I spoke. I made a song out of it, and 
I’m grateful when that happens.

“While I was there, two girls were being 
treated who had been too close to a roadside 
bomb. Most of us don’t need to be reminded 
that war is horrible and fucked up. There are a 
few important people who need to be reminded 
of that concept.”  

It’s interesting to consider Bruce Cockburn’s 
theme of spiritual growth as an individual path 
of self-reflection and accountability, rather 
than one that follows socially-sanctioned rules. 
At their core, his songs are stepping stones to 
self-realization and maturity.

“One’s condition is fluid throughout one’s 
life as an artist,” said Cockburn. “The work 
evolves because of that inner quest and you 
are shaped by all of your experiences in life… 
The closer you get to the inevitable horizon, 
the less inclined you are to put up with stuff 
you don’t need.”

Even after forty years in music, it’s evident 
there are few subjects Cockburn deems unwor-
thy or off-limits. That bold range is manifest in 
a catalogue of songs touching on topics from 

the International Monetary Fund to the plight 
of refugees to dealing with land mines. He’s 
disciplined about writing on political opinions; 
something about the messy truth inspires his 
most bighearted, beautifully rendered music.

Indeed, Cockburn’s most endearing tunes 
include one of his political tracks, “If I Had a 
Rocket Launcher,” about the slaughter of in-
nocent civilians from the air in Latin America, 
and the radio-friendly “Wondering Where the 
Lions Are,” which peaked at Number 21 on the 
U.S. Billboard “Hot 100” in 1980. 

Bruce Cockburn’s music has often been 
noted for its empathetic qualities, qualities that 
reflect the artist’s desire to expand his and oth-
ers’ capacity for empathy and compassion and 
thinking outside the tribe, so to speak. 

“For each of us I think that there is always 
a kind of inner struggle between having em-
pathy with others and selfishness. So, for me, 
expanded empathy is a good thing. You need 
enough ego to survive – it is a kind of survival 
tool. 

“I think we all feel it in different degrees. 
But beyond that, it’s the fairly obvious sense 
that we are all in this boat together, and we 
need to approach each other from that perspec-
tive. I’m on a constant campaign to suspend 
judgment of others. It shouldn’t be the attitude 
where you only look out for yourself, and to 
hell with everyone else. People are tribal with 
the group they feel closest to: their neighbors, 
their church groups, whatever, and their sense 
of self expands to include that group, and not 
anyone else.” 

Striving to be both a tribe of one and the head 
of a family of tens of thousands, Cockburn’s 
sense of purpose always pulsates through both 
his close at-hand live performances and rever-
berations far afield.

“I believe that all living things are made up 
of music,” said Cockburn. “I see music as my 
diary, my anchor through anguish and plea-
sure, a channel for my heart.” E

—Brian D’aMBrosio

Bruce Cockburn performs at The Wilma in 
Missoula, November 11, 2019. 

OUT & ABOUT
B
BRUCE COCKBURN: A JOURNEY CELEBRATED IN MUSIC
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MP: What did it feel like to be part of it?

RC: I only remember the interview portion 
and I don’t really remember much about 
what I said. I do know they were happy 
with my line that, “Country music is three 
chords and the truth even if it’s a big fat 
lie.”

MP: You co-wrote two songs with the late 
Guy Clark in “Caw Caw Blues” and “I’ll 
Show Me.” What would he have thought of 
the album?

RC: I think Guy would’ve liked it. When 
things ring true Guy would tip his hat. If 
it didn’t ring true or I did something that 

didn’t ring true he would scowl at me. He 
would say, ‘Goddammit you got to tell the 
truth!’ “Caw Caw Blues” is the last thing I 
did with Guy and he passed away before I 
got it finished. But I am dead sure that he 
would really approve of the recording that I 
made of it. E

—Jason Mcneil

Rodney Crowell plays in Missoula at 
The Wilma Theatre on November 21, 
in Bozeman at The Ellen Theatre on 

November 22 and in Billings at The Pub 
Station Ballroom on November 23.

S

OUT & ABOUT
RODNEY CROWELL BRINGS TEXAS TO MONTANA 

inger-songwriter Rodney Crowell 
amassed a star-studded lineup for 
his new studio album Texas (RC1 

Records). Montana Press spoke with 
Crowell about working with Ringo Starr, 
Willie Nelson, songwriting and his time 
spent writing in Montana. 

MONTANA PRESS: What might have been the 
biggest challenge about making Texas?

 
RODNEY CROWELL: It’s not even hyperbole 
when I say that record pretty much made 
itself because it really did. For instance, 
getting a message from Ringo Starr that he 
was happy to record a track if I wanted to 
come out to his place. It just happened out 
of the blue. I got Willie Nelson on this one 
song because I happened to call a friend 
of mine who plays in his band. I said, 
“Where’s Willie?” He was about a quarter 
of a mile from where I was working in the 
studio. A half hour later I had Willie Nelson 
on a track.

MP: What was the music scene like growing 
up in Houston as a teenager?

RC: Oh god it was incredible. BJ Thomas and 
the Triumphs, Roger and the Creations, Jake 
and the Jokers, C.L and the Pictures, the 
Moving Sidewalks, Lightning Hopkins, the 
T.S.U. Toronadoes, The Coastliners, Shiva’s 
Headband, 13th Floor Elevators. All of 
those groups that I mentioned that quickly, 
that fast were operating big-time around 
Houston in the 60s.

MP: How have you evolved as an artist from 
when you first started to where you are 
today?

RC: Probably the most truthful and the most 
simplistic answer would be my work ethic 
has just solidified with each passing year. 

MP: Has the song writing process gotten 
easier for you over the years?

RC: No. It was easier when I was younger 

because I took it more lightly and I was 
willing to settle for less. Since I’ve written 
a memoir (“Chinaberry Sidewalks” from 
Alfred A. Knopf, 2011) and worked with 
a highly skilled editor know the value of 
really good editing. So as a songwriter I’ve 
become far more thorough in the process. 
I live the life of a writer. It just so happens 
that I’m also a performer. 

MP: What can fans expect from these 
upcoming shows in Montana?

RC: I have my acoustic trio. I have two very 
brilliant musicians that travel with me, a 
violinist and a guitarist as well as me. The 
fiddle player is actually the house fiddle 
player at the Grand Ole Opry. The young 
man who plays the other guitar with me 
won “Australia’s Got Talent” when he was 
16 years old. It’s a good thing I can write 
songs and sing a little bit because otherwise 
I don’t think I would qualify to be a part of 
this group. 

MP: Do you have any fond memories of 
performing in Montana or traveling through 
the state?

RC: I’ve spent a lot of time in Livingston, I 
spent a lot of time in Paradise Valley. I’ve 
spent a lot of time at Chico Hot Springs. 
I’ve dog-sledded out of Chico and I have 
really good friends in Livingston and some 
in Bozeman. I’ve been there in the winter 
when the wind was blowing 105 miles an 
hour through the Wineglass. I spent a winter 
up there working on this memoir that I 
wrote snowed in.

MP: What did you think of the Ken Burns’ 
“Country Music” PBS documentary?

RC: I haven’t seen it. I keep getting these text 
messages from everybody telling me how 
good I am in it but I haven’t seen it. I will 
eventually watch this documentary because 
I know how much work went into it. That 
whole Ken Burns crew, they do really good 
work and I’m a fan of their work.

I’ve spent a lot of time in 

Livingston, I spent a lot of time 

in Paradise Valley. I’ve spent a lot 

of time at Chico Hot Springs. I’ve 

dog-sledded out of Chico and I have 

really good friends in Livingston 

and some in Bozeman. I’ve been 

there in the winter when the wind 

was blowing 105 miles an hour 

through the Wineglass.



Friday, November 8
Statewide                                            
Julian Davis and the Situation, folk/country. 9 p.m., 
Montana Bar, Miles City, 234-5809
Billings                                                 
Laney Lou and the Bird Dogs, Americana, 6:30 
p.m., The Pollard, Red Lodge, 446-0001
Jackson Blue, songwriter, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
The Two Tracks, folk, 7 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
John Roberts y Pan Blanco with “Gabrielito” 
Gonzales, 7 p.m., MSUB Glacier Room, 657-2387
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
LivJazzFest Jazz Festival featuring Herbie Hancock 
Institute of Jazz Ensemble, Alex Plat Collective and 
jazz bands from across the region, various locations, 
Livingston, www.livjazzfest.com
Jazz night with Alex Robilotta, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399
“Into The Woods,” stage play, 7 p.m., Verge 
Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
Philip Aaberg and Jeni Fleming, modern pianist/
vocalist, 7:30 p.m., Reynolds Recital Hall, MSU 
Bozeman, 585-9774
TAKE3 trio, piano/violin/cello, 7:30 p.m., Ellen 
Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Peelander, punk rock, 8 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
“Addams Family,” musical play, 8 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
Walcrik, bluegrass, 9 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
The Max, rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot Springs 
Saloon, 333-4933
Helena                                                 
Fall Art Walk, 5 p.m., Last Chance Gulch, Helena
Anna May, guitarist, 5 p.m., Montana Book Company, 
Helena, 443-0260
The Last Revel, Americana, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“Mr. Malicious: Most Vicious Vaudeville and 
Malevolent Marvels,” performance by HeartScope 
Ensemble, 8 p.m., Windsor Ballroom, 
Helena, 459-9834
Butte                                                     
Jerry Joseph, folk/rock, 7 p.m., Covellite Theatre, 
Butte, 498-6869
The Home Team, pop/punk, 7 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Butte, 299-3948
Jack Willhite’s Rock and Roll Comedy Show, 
stage performance, 8 p.m., Butte Elk’s 
Lodge, 782-3278
Missoula                                               
“Word of Mouth,” spoken word performance, 
7:30 p.m.Roxy Theater, 721-2881
Polyrhythmics, brass/percussion, 8 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Saturday, November 9
Statewide                                            
Laney Lou and the Bird Dogs, Americana, 9 p.m., 
Montana Bar, Miles City, 234-5809
Billings                                                 
“The River Where You Forgot My Name,” reading/
signing with author Corrie Williamson, 6:30 p.m., 
This House of Books, Billings, 534-1133
Jerry Joseph, solo/acoustic folk/rock, 6 p.m., 
Yellowstone Valley Brewing, Billings, 245-0918
Pinky and the Floyd, rock tribute, 8 p.m., Pub 
Station, Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
12th Annual Children’s Festival of the Book with 
authors Sophie Blackall, Brian Floca and Susan 
Adrian, 9 a.m., Bozeman Public Library, 
Bozeman, 587-0166
Isabelle Stallman, singer/songwriter, 6 p.m., Wild 
Joe’s Coffee Shop, Bozeman, 586-1212
“Into The Woods,” stage play, 7 p.m., Verge 
Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
LivJazzFest Jazz Festival featuring Jeff Hamilton 
Trio and John Roberts y Pan Blanco, various 
locations, Livingston, www.livjazzfest.com
The Max, rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot Springs 
Saloon, 333-4933
“Addams Family,” musical play, 8 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
The Fossils, hippy rock, 8:30 p.m., The Attic, 
Livingston, 222-6106
John Roberts y Pan Blanco, world/jazz, 9 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Two Story Ranch, country, 8 p.m., Old Saloon, 
Emigrant, 333-4482
The Last Revel, Americana, 8 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
“Montanans in The Great War: Open Warfare 
Over There,” reading and special event with Ken 
Robinson, 1:30 p.m., Montana Historical Society, 
Helena, 444-2694
“Becoming Number Six,” stage play, 2 p.m., 
Free Ceramics, Helena, 438-6212
Band of Drifters, Americana, 7 p.m., Lewis and 
Clark Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“Mr. Malicious: Most Vicious Vaudeville and 
Malevolent Marvels,” performance by HeartScope 
Ensemble, 8 p.m., Windsor Ballroom, 
Helena, 459-9834
Great Falls                                           
“Growing up with Russell” reading/signing with 
author John Stephenson-Love, 3 p.m., The History 
Museum, Great Falls, 452-3462
Great Falls Symphony with Bela Fleck, classical/
Americana, 7:30 p.m., Mansfield Theatre, 
Great Falls, 453-4102
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club, 
Great Falls, 952-4471
RawSki Presents: The Gotta Get It Collaboration, 
hip hop, 8 p.m., Back Alley Pub, Great 
Falls, 762-9300
Jackson Holte and the Highway Patrol, country, 
8 p.m., Beacon Icehouse, Great Falls, 727-1477
Big Trouble, rock, 9:30 p.m., Loading Zone, 
Great Falls, 727-5777
Butte                                                     
Tom Susanj, crooner, 6:30 p.m., 51 Below 
Speakeasy, Butte, 723-8928

Saturday, November 9
Missoula                                               
Dave Meservy, funk/soul, 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
The Road Agents, country, 6 p.m., Draught Works, 
Missoula, 541-1592
Mike Murray, rock/folk, 8 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980
El Wencho, pop, 9 p.m., Meagher Bar, 
Missoula, 540-4402
Pale People, trip rock, 9 p.m., Ole Beck VFW Post 
209, Missoula, 728-7749

Sunday, November 10
Billings                                                 
Wovenhand, alt country, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“A Million Acres: Montana Writers Reflect on 
Land and Open Space” reading/signing with 
numerous authors, 2 p.m., Country Bookshelf, 
Bozeman, 587-0166
“Addams Family,” musical play, 3 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
Squirrel Gravy, funk/folk, 6 p.m., MAP Brewing, 
Bozeman, 579-6804
Lang Termes, acoustic, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
Acoustic Roll, folk, 6 p.m., Norris Hot 
Springs, 685-3303
“Into The Woods,” stage play, 7 p.m., Verge 
Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737

Sunday, November 10
Helena                                                 
“Becoming Number Six,” stage play, 7 p.m., 
Free Ceramics, Helena, 438-6212
Missoula                                               
Old Time Fiddle Jam, 3 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251

Monday, November 11
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Brian Stumf, songwriter, 5 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Bluegrass Jam, Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m., 
Livingston, 333-3855
“The National Tour of the USS Constitution 
1931-1934” reading signing with author Phillip K. 
Parker, This House of Books, Billings, 534-1133
Bosco Mujo, punk, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960
Butte                                                     
Romaro Franceswa, hip hop/rap, 8 p.m., 
Staggering Ox, Butte, 299-3948
Missoula                                               
Dan Dubuque, acoustic, 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
Bruce Coburn, folk/rock, 7 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521
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MISSOULA WINTER FARMERS MARKET
Find local produce year-round every Saturday, Nov. 9 thru Apr. 18 from 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the Missoula Senior Center. Featuring local, gourmet 

mushrooms, cheese, honey, eggs, beef cuts, lamb cuts, hot sauce, baked goods, 
fruit preserves, brick-oven sourdough bread, coffee, tea, kombucha, fermented 
foods, authentic Indian food, authentic Hmong food, plant starts, succulents, 

seeds, photography prints, handcrafted jewelry, handmade apparel, books, wood 
furniture, pine-needle baskets, quilts, paintings, children’s toys, dried flower 

arrangements, lotions & soaps, herbal salves & hydrosols, and more.

“BECOMING NUMBER SIX”
A dark comedy about big brother, 
metadata and internet dating on 

stage Nov. 9 through Nov. 17 at Free 
Ceramics in Helena. Written by Ross 
Peter Nelson, directed by Kelly Clavin 
and performed by a local cast, the 
story follows two shadowy figures 
claiming to be intelligence agents, 
and allegations of illegal computer 
activity, constant surveillance and 
a hacking group called “Incognito.”

DIVIDE AND DISSOLVE
Australian metal band plays Nov. 12 
at the Filling Station in Bozeman.
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Tuesday, November 12
Billings                                                 
Traditional Irish music session, 7 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Shane de Leon and Nikki Morton, poetry/music 
duets, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, Billings, (503) 209-2394
Divide and Dissolve, metal, 9 p.m, Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Dan Henry, one man band, 6 p.m., Broadwater Hot 
Springs, Helena, 443-5777
Helena                                                 
Neil Young Birthday Tribute, 8 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980
Snails, dub step, 7 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521
“Laugh Your Socks Off,” stand-up comedy 
event, 8 p.m., The Badlander, Missoula, 549-0235

Wednesday, November 13
Billings                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Craft Local, Billings, 702-1458
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Christy Hays, alt-country, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
“Ranching Roundup” stories and songs with Neal 
Lewing, 7 p.m., Park Photo, Livingston, 222-4184
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185
Helena                                                 
“Becoming Number Six,” stage play, 7 p.m., 
Free Ceramics, Helena, 438-6212
Missoula                                               
Troyboi, electronic/rap, 8 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521

Thursday, November 14
Statewide                                            
Project Constellation, folk/rock, 7 p.m., Montana 
Bar, Miles City, 234-5809
Billings                                                 
“Montanans in the Great War: Open Warfare Over 
There,” reading signing with author Ken Robinson, 
12 p.m., Western Heritage Center, Billings, 256-6809
Afterglow, electronic, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
Dueling Pianos Rock and Roll Comedy Show, 
7 p.m., High Horse Saloon, Billings, 259-0111
Sam White Trio, jazz, 8 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Projectile Comedy, comedy troupe, 8 p.m., 
The Loft, Billings, 259-9074
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m. Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399 
Jessie Bridges, Audrey Hall w/Laurie Sargent, 
indie/folk, 7 p.m., Old Saloon, Emigrant, 333-4482
Reckless Abandon, blues/rock, 7 p.m., 
Bozeman Hot Springs, 586-6492
Christy Hays, alt-country, 8 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Bricksquash, dance/electronic, 9 p.m., 
Filling Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
Comfortable Shoes, folk/rock, 5:30 p.m., Snow Hop 
Brewery, Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Dammit Lauren and the Well, rock, 7 p.m., Lewis 
and Clark Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Alicia Olatuja, vocalist, 7:30 p.m., Myrna Loy 
Theater, Helena, 443-0287
Great Falls                                           
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, 
Great Falls, 952-0393
Butte                                                     
“Inside Montana Politics,” reading/signing with 
author Mike Dennison, 12 p.m., Butte-Silver Bow 
Public Archives, 782-3280
Missoula                                               
Airglow, drum/bass, 9 p.m., 
The Badlander, 549-0235

Friday, November 15
Statewide                                            
Pioneer Mother, newgrass, 9 p.m., Montana Bar, 
Miles City, 234-5809
24 Hour Play Festival, gathering/ideas event, 
8 p.m., Montana Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., 
Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
Chris Beattie and the Tarnations, country/rock, 
7 p.m., The Briarwood, 245-2966
The Bronc Project, rock, 7 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Miss Massive Snowflake, rock, 7 p.m., 
Kirk’s Grocery, Billings, (503) 209-2394
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Jazz night with Alex Robilotta, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399
The Dead Yellers, country/rock, 9 p.m., Murray Bar,
Livingston, 222-9463
“Into The Woods,” stage play, 7 p.m., 
Verge Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
Under the Bleachers, rock, 8 p.m., 
Chico Hot Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Helena                                                 
Sweetgrass Blues, blues, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
“Becoming Number Six,” stage play, 7 p.m., 
Free Ceramics, Helena, 438-6212
Stumbling Free, rock and roll, 7 p.m., Lewis and 
Clark Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Great Falls                                           
El Wencho, pop, 6 p.m., Do Bar, 
Great Falls, 727-0388
“Seven Montanas,” reading/signing with author 
Ednor Therriault, 7 p.m., Great Falls College 
Heritage Hall, Great Falls, 315-1515
Project: Constellation, folk/rock, 8 p.m., 
Back Alley Pub, Great Falls, 762-9300
Butte                                                     
Heather Lingle, country, 6 p.m., Muddy Creek 
Brewery, Butte, 299-3645
“Cereal,” theatrical experience, 6 p.m., Orphan Girl 
Theatre, Butte, 782-5657
Laney Lou and the Bird Dogs, Americana, 7 p.m., 
Covellite Theatre, Butte, 498-6869
Terry Barber, vocalist, 7:30 p.m., Mother Lode 
Theatre, Butte, 723-3602
Missoula                                               
Blue Moon, jazz, 6 p.m., Highlander Beer, 
Missoula, 549-8193
Crazy Dog, folk/rock, 6 p.m., Montana Distillery, 
Missoula, 541-1889
The Ghost of Paul Revere, Americana, 8 p.m, 
Top Hat Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980
Hippo Campus, indie rock, 8 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521
That 1 Guy, multi-instrumentalist, 9 p.m., 
Monk’s Bar, Missoula, info@monksbarmt.com

WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE CALENDAR LISTINGS
Billings Bozeman Helena Great Falls Butte Missoula & More

GET YOUR CELTIC ON!
Catch Celtic jams on Tuesdays at Craft 

Local in Billings and on Thursdays 
at the Celtic Cowboy in Great Falls 
at weekly Traditional Irish Sesiuns. 

The Rialto in Deer Lodge also hosts 
The Shamrockers on Nov. 7 and the 

Gothard Sisters on Dec. 3.

THE F.A.R.M. SHOW 
NOV. 13 IN LIVINGSTON

The Yellowstone Gateway Museum’s 
final “Story and Song” speaker series 

program is Wed., Nov. 13 at 7 p.m. 
at Park Photo at 115 S. Main St. in 

Livingston. Montana singer/songwriter, 
actor, playwright, author, and poet Neal 
Lewing presents “The F.A.R.M. Show,” 
a Farm And Ranch Musical tribute. 

The fast-paced family-friendly show 
uses music, poetry, history, legends, 
lies and a few laughs to celebrate 
the myriad aspects of agriculture 
through the ages. Lewing grew up 
in Missoula, attended University of 
Montana on a vocal scholarship, 

majoring in music and anthropology 
and is now managing director of the 
Port Polson Players, a live theatre 

and performing arts education group 
in western Montana since 1976. This 
free program is open to the public.

DAMMIT LAUREN AND THE WELL
Locally-based in southwest Montana, 

the quartet focuses on original 
material, blending their assorted 

backgrounds to a soulful alternative 
rock sound that combines pop hooks 
with rocking jams and crafting good 
old-fashioned rock music. Within the 

past year of performing, the band has 
already played in front of thousands in 
support of The Kitchen Dwellers and 
shared the stage with acts such as 

Grace Potter, Bruce Hornsby, 
Chris Robinson Brotherhood, 

and The Wood Brothers.

ON STAGE IN BUTTE
From the creative minds of the Orphan 
Girl Children’s Theatre Artistic Team 

and Young Artists in their Senior 
year comes “Cereal,” continuing in 
its second season. This ongoing 

theatrical experience follows Marcus, 
a struggling writer who brings 
his characters to life on stage.

Comedy Across Montana
Need a good laugh? With homegrown 

Montana comedy and traveling 
entertainers, there are plenty of 
opportunities to laugh out loud

 across the state:
Every Wednesday

BAR IX COMEDY OPEN MIC,
Bar IX, BOZEMAN

Every Thursday
PROJECTILE COMEDY

The Loft, BILLINGS

“Mondays Don’t Have to Suck!”
The Verge’s Theatre’s improv masters 

bring balance to the Force
every other Monday with the 
“Improv on the Verge” series. 
Nov. 4 and Nov. 18 - Bozeman

Cow Tipping Comedy
Helena’s short-form improv troupe 

launches the holiday shopping season 
and laughs off the Thanksgiving 

blues at this gut-busting comic night, 
a cooperative venture to benefit 

Helena’s Friendship Center 
and The Myrna Loy. 

Nov. 6 - Lewis & Clark Brewing - Helena
Nov. 29 - Myrna Loy - Helena

The ParNicularly ReNiculous 
Variety Show

“This event is as strange as we make it.” 
Nov. 7 - Kirk’s Grocery - Billings

Jack Willhite’s Rock and Roll
Comedy Show

A cross between Weird Al Yankovic 
and a rock tribute band, Jack employs 

a half-ton of guitars, amps, lights & 
effects to perform twisted, high-energy 

parodies of rock acts from AC/DC, 
Bon Jovi, Cheap Trick & Stevie Ray 

Vaughan to ZZ Top, Prince, Styx, 
Ozzy and Guns N’ Roses.
Nov. 8 - Butte Elk’s Lodge

“Laugh Your Socks Off,” 
Stand-up comedy event

Nov. 12 - The Badlander - Missoula

Dueling Pianos
Rock and Roll Comedy Show

Nov. 14 - High Horse Saloon - Billings



Saturday, November 16
Statewide                                            
24 Hour Play Festival, gathering/ideas event,
8 p.m., Montana Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., 
Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
“Voices from Yellowstone’s Capstone: A 
Narrative Atlas of the Absaroka-Beartooth 
Wilderness,” reading signing wth editors Jessee 
Logan and Traute Parrie, 5:30 p.m., This House of 
Books, Billings, 534-1133
Jackson Holte and the Highway Patrol, country, 
6:30 p.m., The Pollard, Red Lodge, 446-0001
“An American Landscape,” Billings Symphony 
Orchestra and Chorale, St. Patrick’s Co-Cathedral, 
7:30 p.m., Billings Symphony, 252-3610
Ben Mckee, singer/songwriter, 8 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Into The Woods,” stage play, 7 p.m., Verge 
Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
John Jorgensen Quintet, gypsy jazz guitar, 
7:30 p.m., The Shane Center, Livingston, 222-1420
Under the Bleachers, rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot 
Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Ian Thomas & The Band of Drifters, Americana, 
8 p.m., Old Saloon, Emigrant, 333-4482
That 1 Guy, imaginative instrumentalist, 8 p.m., 
Filling Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Wind and the Willows, folk, 8:30 p.m., Bozeman
Tap Room, 577-2337
Helena                                                 
Hubby Hubba, funk/rock, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“Becoming Number Six,” stage play, 9 p.m., 
Free Ceramics, Helena, 438-6212
Great Falls                                           
Larry Hirschberg, folk, 6 p.m., Mighty Mo 
Brewing Co., Great Falls, 952-0342
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club, 
Great Falls, 952-4471
Voodoo Cadillac, rock, 8 p.m., Do Bar, 
Great Falls, 727-0388
Butte                                                     
Jill Cohn, vocalist, 8 p.m., Slainte Butte America 
Pub, Butte, 565-5880
Missoula                                               
Red Glow Buffalo, folk/rock, 9 p.m., Ole Beck VFW 
Post 209, Missoula, 728-7749
Gipsy, rock/funk, 9 p.m., Monk’s Bar, Missoula, 
info@monksbarmt.com

Sunday, November 17
Billings                                                 
“An American Landscape,” Billings Symphony 
Orchestra and Chorale, St. Patrick’s Co-Cathedral, 
3:30 p.m., Billings Symphony, 252-3610
Carnage, hip hop, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
The Ghost of Paul Revere, Americana, 8 p.m., 
Pub Station, Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Into The Woods,” stage play, 3 p.m., Verge 
Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
Raven Roshi, acoustic, 5 p.m., MAP Brewing, 
Bozeman, 579-6804
Darla Sweeney, singer/songwriter, 6 p.m., 
Wild Joe’s Coffee Shop, Bozeman, 586-1212
Eve 6, pop/punk, 8 p.m., Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Helena                                                 
Snokestack and the Foothill Fury, Americana, 5 
p.m., Blackfoot River Brewing, Helena, 449-3005
“Becoming Number Six,” stage play, 2 p.m., 
Free Ceramics, Helena, 438-6212
Great Falls                                           
Great Falls Youth Orchestra, classical, 3 p.m., 
Mansfield Theatre, Great Falls, 453-4102
Butte                                                     
Mariah Wynne, pop, 6 p.m., Cavalier Lounge, 
Finlen Hotel, Butte, 723-5461
Poets 4 Change, reading/event, 6 p.m., 
Imagine Nation Brewing, Missoula, 544-9026

Monday, November 18
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Aaron Banfield, songwriter, 5 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Bluegrass Jam, Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m., 
Livingston, 333-3855
Improv on the Verge, comedy, 7 p.m., 
Verge Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737

Tuesday, November 19
Billings                                                 
Traditional Irish music session, 7 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Eve Six, pop/punk, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Helena                                                 
Christy Hays, alt country, 6 p.m., Broadwater 
Hot Springs, Helena, 443-5777
Tiny Paycheck, blues/rock, 6 p.m., MAP Brewing, 
Bozeman, 579-6804
J.P. Harris, folk/rock, 8 p.m., Live from the Divide, 
Bozeman, 624-3321
Missoula                                               
“Six Hundred Generations: An Archaeological 
History of Montana,” reading/signing with author 
Carl Davis, 7 p.m., Shakespeare and Co., 
Missoula, 549-9010
Whiskey Myers, country, 9 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521

Wednesday, November 20

Billings                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Craft Local, Billings, 702-1458
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” live performance, 
7 p.m., MetraPark Montana Pavilion, 
Billings, 248-7827
Whiskey Myers, country, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Legacy of War,” reading/signing with author Ed 
Marohn, 6 p.m., Country Bookshelf, 
Bozeman, 587-0166
Jacob Roundtree, rock, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185
Butte                                                     
Scott Pemberton, surf rock, 7 p.m., Covellite 
Theatre, Butte, 498-6869
Missoula                                               
“Bearing Witness: A Night of Storytelling,” 
5:30 p.m., Imagine Nation Brewing, 
Missoula, 926-1251
Big Wild, electronic, 8 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521
Eve 6, pop/punk, 8 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Thursday, November 21

Billings                                                 
Poetry Jam, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
Chancey Williams, country, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Projectile Comedy, comedy troupe, 8 p.m., 
The Loft, Billings, 259-9074
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m. 
Red Tractor Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399 
Kayln Beasley, Wyoming songwriter, 8 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Scott Pemberton, surf rock, 8 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Davis and Deirdre Casey, singer/songwriters, 
7 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Chris Bergson and Ellis Hooks, modern blues, 
7:30 p.m., Myrna Loy Theater, Helena, 443-0287
Great Falls                                           
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, 
Great Falls, 952-0393
Poetry Open Mic Night, 6:30 p.m., Paris Gibson 
Museum, Great Falls, 727-8255
Missoula                                               
Rodney Crowell, country/rock, 7 p.m. The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521

Friday, November 22

Billings                                                 
Slayer and Primus, hard rock, 6 p.m., MetraPark 
Montana Pavilion, Billings, 248-7827
Rookie Card, punk, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
Counting Coup, folk/rock, 8 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Limited Warranty, country/rock, 8 p.m., 
Squire Lounge, Billings, 969-2233
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
The Brightslide, synth-pop, 6 p.m., Wild Joe’s 
Coffee Shop, Bozeman, 586-1212
Jazz night with Alex Robilotta, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399Exit 288, rock, 8 p.m., 
Chico Hot Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Rodney Crowell, Americana, 8 p.m., 
Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Helena                                                 
Jackson Holte and the Highway Patrol, country, 
7 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“A Charlie Brown Christmas,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Kamermusik Konzert with the Chinook Winds, 
classical, 7 p.m., First Congregational United Church 
of Christ, Great Falls, 453-4102
Butte                                                     
“Cereal,” theatrical experience, 6 p.m., Orphan Girl 
Theatre, Butte, 782-5657
Missoula                                               
Devon Worley Band, country, 8 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

MUSICIAN JILL COHN
Seattle-based singer, songwriter, 
pianist and guitarist Jill Cohn’s 

songs pay homage to artists like 
Joni Mitchell, Sarah McLachlan 

and the Counting Crows with tunes 
ranging from personal reflections to 
musical contemplations of domestic 
violence and vanishing rain forests. 

A full-time musician since 1999, 
Cohn has released 12 critically-
acclaimed independent releases, 
and has gained notoriety with her 

songs placed in popular TV shows. In 
addition to being endorsed by Taylor 

Guitars and Elixir Strings 
since 2001, she was a top-five 

finalist in the Lilith Fair Talent Search 
and has opened for many well-

known artists including Jewel, Dave 
Matthews and Shawn Mullins. Jill 

Cohn plays the Slainte Butte 
America Pub in Butte on Nov. 16

TRAVELING THE STATE AND WRAPPING UP A RESIDENCY
Alternative country songstress Christy Hays plays across Montana in 
November at a variety of venues, including wrapping up a residency 

at the Cavalier Lounge in the Finlen Hotel in Butte.
Nov. 13 - Outlaw Brewing - Bozeman

Nov. 14 - Murray Bar - Livingston
Nov. 19 - Broadwater Hot Springs - Helena

Nov. 29 - Cavalier Lounge - Butte
Dec. 15 - Cavalier Lounge - Butte
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FIND THE BOZEMAN WINTER FARMER’S 
MARKET AT THE EMERSON CENTER 

EVERY OTHER SATURDAY.

TWO-DAY FESTIVAL IN HAVRE
This two-day theatre event starts 
with the audience and the theatre 
crew all gathering together at the 
theatre. The writers, directors and 

actors are randomly placed on 
teams of one writer, one director 
and an equal number of actors. A 
headline is then randomly drawn 
from a collection of newspapers 

and this ends the first night for the 
audience. The writer then has until 
8 a.m. the next morning to write a 

script centering on the headline and 
utilizing the actors he or she has 

been assigned.  At 8 a.m., the script 
goes to the director and the cast 

who have until the 8 p.m. show that 
night to rehearse the script. At the 

Montana Actor’s Theatre in 
Havre starting Nov. 15 and 

continuing Nov. 16.



Montana Press Monthly • Page 20 • November 2019

Saturday, November 23
Billings                                                 
Dulcet River, folk, 7 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Rodney Crowell, Americana, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
100 Proof, alt rock/country, 9 p.m., Shooters, 
Billings, 252-6220
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
The Sundogs, folkgrass, 5:30 p.m., Katabatic 
Brewing, Livingston, 333-3855
Kennedy Richards, singer/songwriter, 6 p.m., 
Wild Joe’s Coffee Shop, Bozeman, 586-1212
Laney Lou/Ryan Ackerman, Americana, 8 p.m., 
Old Saloon, Emigrant, 333-4482
Funksgiving with the Sweet Groovalicious Funk 
Machine, funk/soul, 8 p.m., Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Exit 288, rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot 
Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Tsunami Funk, funk/soul, 8:30 p.m., Bozeman Tap 
Room, 577-2337
Denny and the Resonators, blues/rock, 9 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Helena                                                 
Wrinkles, electronic, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“A Charlie Brown Christmas,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club, 
Great Falls, 952-4471
Missoula                                               
Primus, rock, 7 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521
Nappy Roots, hip hop, 7 p.m., Monk’s Bar, Missoula, 
info@monksbarmt.com
Panther Car, rock, 10:15 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Sunday, November 24
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
The Mighty Travis, pop, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
The Sundogs, folkgrass, 6 p.m., MAP Brewing, 
Bozeman, 579-6804
Helena                                                 
Road Agents, acoustic rock, 5 p.m., Blackfoot River 
Brewing, Helena, 449-3005
“A Charlie Brown Christmas,” stage play, 2:30 
p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Kamermusik Konzert with the Chinook Winds, 
classical, First Congregational United Church of 
Christ, 2 p.m., 453-4102

Monday, November 25
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
The Sundogs, folkgrass duo, 5 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Bluegrass Jam, Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m., 
Livingston, 333-3855
Kikagaku Moyo w/ Minami Deutsch, experimental, 
6 p.m., Filling Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Cirque Dreams Holiday, Broadway musical, 
7:30 p.m., Brick Breeden Feildhouse, 
Bozeman, 994-2287
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960

Tuesday, November 26
Billings                                                 
Traditional Irish music session, 7 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Matthew O’Brien and Curtis Thompson, ambient, 
7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, Billings, (503) 209-2394
Cirque Dreams Holidaze, Broadway musical, 
7:30 p.m., MetraPark Montana Pavilion, 
Billings, 248-7827
Helena                                                 
Acoustic Roll, folk, 6 p.m., Broadwater Hot Springs, 
Helena, 443-5777

Wednesday, November 27
Statewide                                            
El Wencho, acoustic duo, 7 p.m. Central Feed 
Grilling Co., Lewistown, 535-2337
The Wicked Twisted, blues, 9 p.m., Montana Bar, 
Miles City, 234-5809
Billings                                                 
Wes Urbaniak, folk, 5:30 p.m., Yellowstone Cellars, 
Billings, 860-9978
Hubby Hubba, folk/rock, 6 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
5th Anniversary Show with Laney Lou and the 
Bird Dogs, Calvin and the Coal Cars and more, 
rock/folk, 8 p.m., Pub Station, Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Peter King, acoustic, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185

Thursday, November 28
Billings                                                 
John Adams, singer/songwriter, 6 p.m., Yellowstone 
Valley Brewing, Billings, 245-0918
Projectile Comedy, comedy troupe, 8 p.m., The 
Loft, Billings, 259-9074
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m. Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399 
Dusty Pockets, rock, 8 p.m., Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Missoula                                               
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, 
Great Falls, 952-0393

Friday, November 29
Billings                                                 
Peach Pickers, rock, 9 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
The Max, rock and roll, 9 p.m., Squire Lounge, 
Billings, 969-2233
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Jazz night with Alex Robilotta, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399
Ten Years Gone, rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot Springs 
Saloon, 333-4933
Band of Drifters, honky tonk, 9 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Verge After Dark, experimental theatre, 9 p.m., 
Verge Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Cow Tipping Comedy, comedian show, 7:30 p.m., 
Myrna Loy Theater, Helena, 443-0287
Sleeping Giants, rock and roll, 8 p.m., Miller’s 
Crossing, Helena, 442-3290
Butte                                                     
Tom Susanj, crooner, 6:30 p.m., 51 Below 
Speakeasy, Butte, 723-8928
Christy Hays, alt country, 8 p.m., Cavalier Lounge, 
Finlen Hotel, Butte, 723-5461
Missoula                                               
Songwriters Circle Missoula with Silas Smith, 
Alyssa McLean, Bryan Wood and Ryan Boswell, 
7 p.m., Wave and Circuit, Missoula, 550-3145
Luke Dowler and the Lucky Breaks, rock/pop, 
8 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Saturday, November 30
Billings                                                 
“The Nutcracker,” presented by San Diego Ballet 
and Billings Symphony Orchestra, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
Lincoln Center, 252-3610
Soul Jazz with John Roberts, funk/jazz, 9 p.m., 
Craft Local, Billings, 702-1458
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Mercedes Carroll, Americana, 6 p.m., 
Norris Hot Springs, 685-3303
“Snow Ghost,” picture book reading/signing with 
author Kyle Steiner, 6:30 p.m., Country Bookshelf, 
Bozeman, 587-0166
Ten Years Gone, rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot Springs 
Saloon, 333-4933
Cubongo, Cuban/Latin dance, 9 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Helena                                                 
“Nutcracker on the Rocks,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., 
Helena Civic Center, 447-8382
Great Falls                                           
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club, 
Great Falls, 952-4471
Missoula                                               
Liquor Down, 8 p.m., Sunrise Saloon, 
Missoula, 728-1559
Magpies, indie rock, 10:15 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Sunday, December 1
Billings                                                 
“The Nutcracker,” presented by San Diego Ballet 
and Billings Symphony Orchestra, 2 p.m., Lincoln 
Center, 252-3610
Helena                                                 
“Nutcracker on the Rocks,” stage play, 2 p.m., 
Helena Civic Center, 447-8382
Missoula/Surrounding                                               
Don Teschner, rock, 3 p.m., Phillipsburg Brewing 
Company, Phillipsburg, 859-2739

Monday, December 2
Billings                                                 
Hellyeah, hard rock, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bluegrass Jam, Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m., 
Livingston, 333-3855
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960

WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE CALENDAR LISTINGS
Billings Bozeman Helena Great Falls Butte Missoula & More

A CHARLIE BROWN 
CHRISTMAS

The classic animated television special 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” comes 
to life as Charlie Brown, Snoopy, and 

the rest of the Peanuts Gang discover 
the true meaning of Christmas. Playing 
live on stage Nov. 22 to Dec. 22 at the 

Grandstreet Theatre in Helena.

SCOTT PEMBERTON - SURF ROCK
NOV. 20 - COVELLITE - BUTTE

NOV. 21 - FILLING STATION - BOZEMAN

HARRY POTTER CELEBRATION NOV. 23 
AT BILLINGS LIBRARY: WAND-MAKING, 

COSTUME CONTEST AND MORE.
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POETRY EVENTS
Poetry Reading: Sarah Aronson

and Kelly Schirmann
Hosted by Fact and Fiction Books

Nov. 7 - Ole Beck VFW Post

Poets 4 Change
Nov. 17 - Imagine Nation 

Brewing - Missoula

Poetry Open Mic Night
Nov. 21 - Paris Gibson 
Museum, Great Falls

Poetry Jam 
Nov. 21 —  Kirk’s Grocery - Billings

“A Million Acres: Montana Writers Reflect 
on Land and Open Space”

A book featuring twenty pieces of writing 
about Montana’s land and open spaces 

by contemporary Montana writers. “A 
Million Acres” also features twenty-eight 
color landscape photographs. Edited by 
Keir Graff with photographs by Alexis 
Bonogofsky. Contributors from across 
the state include Rick Bass, Christine 
Carbo, Janet Skeslien Charles, Gwen 

Florio, James Grady, Keir Graff, Laulette 
LeDoux Hansen, Jamie Harrison, Eric 

Heidle, Sterling HolyWhiteMountain, Allen 
Morris Jones, Carrie La Seur, Maxim 

Loskutoff, Antonia Malchik, Maile Meloy, 
Caroline Patterson, Jim Robbins, Russell 
Rowland, and Joe Wilkins. A statewide 

book tour includes many 
of the contributors.

Nov. 5 - Fact and Fiction - Missoula
Alexis Bonogofsky, Gwen Florio,

 Keir Graff, LeDoux Hansen, 
Caroline Patterson

Nov. 6 - Gulch Distillers - Helena
Alexis Bonogofsky, Keir Graff, 

Caroline Patterson, Jim Robbins

Nov. 7 - Cassiopeia Books - Great Falls
Alexis Bonogofsky, Keir Graff, Eric Heidle

Nov. 10 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman
Alexis Bonogofsky, Christine Carbo, 

Gwen Florio, Jamie Harrison, Allen Morris 
Jones, and Russell Rowland

Nov. 11 - Art House Cinema - Billings
Alexis Bonogofsky, Russell Rowland

“Catch and Release: 
An Oregon Life in Politics”

LES AUCOIN
In 1974, at the age of 32, AuCoin 

became the first Democrat elected in 
Oregon’s first district and the youngest 
congressman the state’s voters had 
ever sent to Congress. He was one 

of the post-Watergate reformers who 
shook up an insular, autocratic House 
and in nine terms rose to lead fights 
for “trickle-up” economics, wilderness 

and wild rivers, abortion rights and 
arms control. In a collection of life 

stories, AuCoin compares the politics 
of the ‘70s and ‘80s to their reversal 
in Washington today. “Never before,” 

he says, “has civic responsibility been 
more important that now.”

Nov. 7 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman

“Growing up with Russell”
JOHN STEPHENSON-LOVE

Nov. 9 - The History 
Museum - Great Falls

“The River Where You 
Forgot My Name” 

CORRIE WILLIAMSON
Nov. 9 - This House of Books - Billings

“Inside Montana Politics”
MIKE DENNISON

Nov. 14 - Butte-Silver Bow 
Public Archives

“Voices of Yellowstone’s Capstone: 
A Narrative Atlas of the Absaroka-

Beartooth Wilderness”
An exploration of the cultural and 
natural resources of this arresting 
landscape, through 28 engaging 

essays paired with richly
 illustrated maps.

With John Clayton, Marci Dye, 
Jessee Logan and Traute Pari

Nov. 14 - Honey’s Cafe - Red Lodge
With Jessee Logan and Traute Parrie

Nov. 16 - This House of Books - Billings

“Seven Montanas: A Journey in Search 
of the Soul of the Treasure State”

EDNOR THERRIAULT
Nov. 7 - Shakespeare and Co. - 

Missoula - Book Launch
Nov. 15 - Heritage Hall - Great Falls

Multimedia presentation
Jan. 15 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman

“The National Tour of the USS 
Constitution 1931-1934”

PHILLIP K. PARKER
Nov. 11 - This House of Books - Billings

BOOK EVENTS
12TH ANNUAL CHILDREN’S 
FESTIVAL OF THE BOOK

Featuring authors SOPHIE BLACKALL, 
BRIAN FLOCA and SUSAN ADRIAN. 
Two-time Caldecott medalist Sophie 
Blackall will co-headline this year’s 
Festival with 2014 Caldecott winner 

Brian Floca. Blackall and Floca will be 
joined by Montana author Susan Adrian.  

Nov. 9 - Bozeman Public Library

In observance of Veterans Day, Ken 
Robinson presents an author talk 

and book signing, “Montanans in the 
Great War: Open Warfare Over There.” 

Award-winning historian Robison will 
illuminate the story of young and 

vibrant Montanans of all ethnicities as 
they fought for elusive democracy, at 

home and abroad, in this world 
war to end all wars. 

Nov. 9 - Montana Historical 
Society - Helena

Nov. 14 - Western Heritage 
Center - Billings

READINGS
“The Eight Master Lessons of Nature”

GARY FERGUSON
With new insights into the inner 

workings of nature’s wonders, Ferguson 
presents a fascinating exploration into 

how many of the most remarkable 
aspects of nature are hard-wired into 
people’s very DNA. What emerges is a 
dazzling web of connections that holds 

powerful clues about how to better 
navigate daily life.

Nov. 5 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman

“Six Hundred Generations: An 
Archaeological History of Montana”

CARL DAVIS
Davis’ book takes readers on an 

archaeological journey through time, 
technologies, and cultures of Montana’s 

First Peoples, beginning with the 
Paleoindian bands who followed the 

mammoth into the Americas at the close 
of the last great Ice Age. Focusing 

on 12 archaeological sites, spanning 
some 13,500 years, and protected 

places that retain cultural significance 
to tribal peoples today. Davis was raised 

in Dillon, Montana and worked as an 
archaeologist with the US Forest Service 
in Oregon and Montana for 35 years. He 
is the author of numerous publications 

about the Indigenous archaeology of the 
Plains and Intermountain regions. 

Nov. 19 - Shakespeare 
and Co. - Missoula

“Legacy of War”
ED MAROHN

Ed served in the Vietnam War as a US 
Army captain in the 101st Airborne 
Division commanding a combat unit 
along the A Shau Valley. The novel’s 

setting is 30 years after the war ended; 
the idea for writing the book germinated 

in 2009 when Marohn returned
to modern day Vietnam.

Nov. 20 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman

“Snow Ghost”
KYLE STEINER

Nov. 30 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman
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orn Dec. 19, 1905, in McGregor, Iowa, Dor-
othy Marie Johnson moved to Great Falls 
with her parents, Lester E. and Louisa Bar-

low Johnson, to Great Falls in 1909, and later to 
Whitefish, in 1913. Ms. Johnson later described 
her childhood in Whitefish in several expanded 
magazine articles. 

“The raw new town where I grew up – White-
fish, Montana – swarmed with money-hungry 
children who were willing to do almost anything 
to make an honest nickel. The trouble was that 
just about everything you could do was part of 
your normal chores, and you didn’t get paid for 
it. 

“Like filling the wood-box or lugging in a 
bucket of water while your mother admonished 
automatically, ‘Now don’t hurt your back,’ or 
splitting kindling while she warned, ‘Now, don’t 
chop your foot.’ Or feeding the chickens, carry-
ing out the slop bucket, washing dishes, picking 
potato bugs and shoveling snow.

“After I explained gladly about allowances (it 
was seldom that I knew more about something 
than my parents did), they got the idea across 
tactfully that maybe some children in some plac-
es received allowances, but no such outlandish 
custom was going to be introduced in Whitefish, 
anyway not at our house. That was back in the 
days when parents and children could still com-
municate with no trouble.” 

Ms. Johnson published several items about her 

childhood in Montana: The Magazine of Western 
History, her nonfiction often describing White-
fish as a rough place to grow up, but a place filled 
with opportunity, thanks to the jobs created by 
the Great Northern Railroad. For the workers at-
tracted to Whitefish, the town was “the anteroom 
of paradise, the promised land, flowing with milk 
and honey. All they had to do to enjoy it was 
work.”

In her writings, the ordinary men and women 
of Whitefish were described as “diligent and reli-
able” folks who stood out against the “rich peo-
ple and Eastern dudes” she had encountered in 
Glacier National Park. When she captured the so-
cial divide among visitors to the park, she framed 
it in terms of an East-West split.  

“We un-rich Westerners were suspicious of the 
whole lot of them. We looked down on them, be-
cause we thought they looked down on us. But 
they didn’t even see us, which made the situation 
even more irritating. Years later, when I lived in a 
big Eastern city, I learned not to see strangers… 

But in the uncrowded West, in my country, 
it’s bad manners, and on the trail, it’s prop-
er to acknowledge the existence of other 
human beings and say hello.”  

Reared a widow’s daughter, Johnson 
graduated from Whitefish High School 
in 1922, and studied premed at Montana 
State College in Bozeman before trans-
ferring to Montana State University in 
Missoula. By the time she graduated with 
a BA degree in English in 1928, she had 
already published her first poem. She was 
married briefly to a soldier named George 
Peterkin.

She found work as a stenographer in an 
Okanogan, Washington, department store. 
After working in a similar position in Me-
nasha, Wisconsin, she spent fifteen years 
as a magazine editor in New York City, 
at Gregg Publishing Company and Far-
rell Publishing Corporation.  From 1944 
until 1950 Johnson also edited a women’s 
magazine in New York; she eventually 
returned to Whitefish where she became 
news editor of the Whitefish Pilot (1950-
1953). 

In 1953, she returned to the University 
of Montana as a member of the journalism 
faculty. According to records at the Mon-
tana Historical Society, she frequently im-
plored her students to be audacious.

“One of the perils of going to the university is 
that you are liable to hear me tell you how to get 
on a horse three or four times before you gradu-
ate. Writers are like students—they sometimes 
have to learn things they don’t even want to 
know. Getting on a horse was part of the neces-
sary information I had to learn.” 

Through it all, she wrote prodigiously, tale af-
ter tale.  All total, Johnson wrote sixteen books, 
beginning with “Beulah Bunny Tells All” in 1941 
and ending with “All the Buffalo Returning” in 
1979. 

In 1959, “The Hanging Tree” was adapted as 
a major Western film, with Gary Cooper, a fel-
low Montanan, starred in the leading role. As the 
story goes, Cooper once gifted Johnson a pheas-
ant wishbone which she copper-plated and wore 
as a necklace.

Johnson’s most popular work, “The Man Who 
Shot Liberty Valence,” her 1953 short story, re-
mains an eternal Western tale of vendetta and re-
demption, one that climaxes in a blaze of bullets.  
The 1962 film is far better known; it was directed 
by John Ford, starring John Wayne and James 
Stewart. A film adaptation of another one of 

Johnson’s stories, “A Man Called Horse,” was 
released in 1970.

Ultimately, Johnson was something of a proto-
typical Westerner, and this helped her succeed in 
a literary genre that tended to be dominated with 
male storytellers. Confident and stubborn, John-
son affirmed women’s capacity to spin Westerns: 
“After all, men who write about the Frontier 
West weren’t there either! We all get our histori-
cal background material from the same printed 
sources. An inclination to write about the frontier 
is not a sex-linked characteristic, like hair on the 
chest.”

Though Johnson never self-identified as an 
activist, she was a strong-willed trailblazer, who, 
according to one friend, should be remembered 
as a “witty, gritty little bobcat of a woman;” her 
writings certainly reflect her western state of 
mind.

Dorothy M. Johnson, a “Western taleteller,” 
died Sunday, November 11, 1984, at her home 
in Missoula’s West Rattlesnake Valley. She was 
78 and had suffered from Parkinson’s disease and 
other illnesses for the final few years of her life.  
Shortly before her death, the author of so many 
Western classics, specified that the inscription on 
her grave marker be “PAID.”

“God and I know what it means, and nobody 
else needs to know,” said Johnson in an interview 
shortly before her death.

Following her death, a memorial service was 
held in Missoula on Wednesday, November 14, 
1984. Her body was cremated and her ashes in-
terred in Whitefish Cemetery next to the grave of 
her mother. E

—Brian D’aMBrosio

END NOTES
FAMOUS BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: AUTHOR DOROTHY JOHNSON
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Do you have any skill in 
fulfilling the wishes and answering the prayers of your 
allies? Have you developed a capacity to tune in to 
what people want even when they themselves aren’t 
sure of what they want? Do you sometimes have a 
knack for offering just the right gesture at the right 
time to help people do what they haven’t been able 
to do under their own power? If you possess any of 
those aptitudes, now is an excellent time to put them 
in play. More than usual, you are needed as a catalyst, 
a transformer, an inspirational influence. Homework: 
Imagine yourself as a kind of fairy godmother, genie, 
or benefactor.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Author Amy Tan 
describes the magic moment when her muse appears 
and takes command: “I sense a subtle shift, a nudge 
to move over, and everything cracks open, the writing 
is freed, the language is full, resources are plentiful, 
ideas pour forth, and to be frank, some of these ideas 
surprise me. It seems as though the universe is my 
friend and is helping me write, its hand over mine.” 
Even if you’re not a creative artist, Taurus, I suspect 
you’ll be offered intense visitations from a muse or 
muses in the coming days. If you make yourself alert 
for and receptive to these potential blessings, you’ll 
feel like you’re being guided and fueled by higher 
powers. Homework: Spend some fun fantasy time 
musing about your muses: what they’re like and what 
they can do.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): More than a century 
ago, author Anton Chekhov wrote, “If many remedies 
are prescribed for an illness, you may be certain that 
the illness has no cure.” Decades later, I wrote, “If 
you’re frantically trying to heal yourself with a random 
flurry of half-assed remedies, you’ll never cure what 
ails you. But if you sit still in a safe place and ask 
your inner genius to identify the one or two things you 
need to do to heal, you will find the cure.” Homework: 
Picture yourself as a potent healer; imagine what it 
would be like to possess the power to soothe and 
restore and rejuvenate yourself.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cancerian artist Marc 
Chagall (1887–1985) was a playful visionary and a 
pioneer of modernism. He appealed to sophisticates 
despite being described as a dreamy, eccentric 
outsider who invented his own visual language. In the 
1950s, Picasso observed that Chagall was one of the 
only painters who “understood what color really is.” In 
2017, one of Chagall’s paintings sold for $28.5 million. 
What was the secret to his success? “If I create from 
the heart, nearly everything works,” he testified. 
“If from the head, almost nothing.” Your current 
assignment, Cancerian, is to authorize your heart to 
rule everything you do. Homework: Make or buy an 
inspiring image of a heart.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The Dead Sea, on the border 
of Jordan and Israel, is far saltier than the ocean. 
No fish or frogs live in it. But here and there on the 
lake’s bottom are springs that exude fresh water. They 
support large, diverse communities of microbes. It’s 
hard for divers to get down there and study the life 
forms, though. The water’s so saline, they tend to 
float. So they carry 90 pounds of ballast that enables 
them to sink to the sea floor. I urge you to get inspired 
by all this, Leo. What would be the metaphorical 
equivalent for you of descending into the lower depths 
so as to research unexplored sources of vitality and 
excitement? Homework: Imagine yourself as a diver, 
spelunker, or archaeologist.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “We have stripped all 
things of their mystery and luminosity,” lamented 
psychologist Carl Jung. “Nothing is holy any longer.” 
In accordance with current astrological omens, Virgo, 
your assignment is to rebel against that mournful 
state of affairs. I hope you will devote some of your 
fine intelligence to restoring mystery and luminosity 
to the world in which you dwell. I hope you will find 
and create holiness that’s worthy of your reverence 
and awe. Homework: Imagine yourself as a mage, 
priestess, poet, enchantrix, witch, alchemist, or 
sacramentalist.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): “One language is never 
enough,” says a Pashto proverb. How could it be, 
right? Each language has a specific structure and a 
finite vocabulary that limit its power to describe and 
understand the world. I think the same is true for 
religion: one is never enough. Why confine yourself to 
a single set of theories about spiritual matters when 
more will enable you to enlarge and deepen your 
perspective? With this in mind, Libra, I invite you to 
regard November as “One Is Never Enough Month” for 
you. Assume you need more of everything. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In his novel Zone One, 
Scorpio author Colson Whitehead writes, “A monster 
is a person who has stopped pretending.” He means 
it in the worst sense possible: the emergence of the 
ugly beast who had been hiding behind social niceties. 
But I’m going to twist his meme for my own purposes. 
I propose that when you stop pretending and shed 
fake politeness, you may indeed resemble an ugly 
monster—but only temporarily. After the suppressed 
stuff gets free rein to yammer, it will relax and 
recede—and you will feel so cleansed and relieved 
that you’ll naturally be able to express more of your 
monumental beauty. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “I am glad that 
I paid so little attention to good advice,” testified poet 
Edna St. Vincent Millay. “Had I abided by it, I might 
have been saved from some of my most valuable 
mistakes.” This is excellent advice for you. I suspect 
you’re in the midst of either committing or learning 
from a valuable mistake. It’s best if you don’t interrupt 
yourself! 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Cleopatra was 
an ancient Egyptian queen who ruled for 21 years. 
She was probably a Capricorn. All you need to know 
about her modern reputation is that Kim Kardashian 
portrayed her as a sultry seductress in a photo spread 
in a fashion magazine. But the facts are that Cleopatra 
was a well-educated, multilingual political leader 
with strategic cunning. Among her many skills were 
poetry, philosophy, and mathematics. I propose we 
make the REAL Cleopatra your role model. Now is an 
excellent time to correct people’s misunderstandings 
about you—and show people who you truly are. Have 
maximum fun being your actual authentic self.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Around the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, the 
eleventh sign of the zodiac, Aquarius, will be capable 
of strenuous feats; will have the power to achieve 
a success that surpasses past successes; will be 
authorized to attempt a brave act of transcendence 
that renders a long-standing limitation irrelevant. As for 
the eleven days and eleven hours before that magic 
hour, the eleventh sign of the zodiac will be smart to 
engage in fierce meditation and thorough preparation 
for the magic hour. And as for the eleven days and 
eleven hours afterward, the eleventh sign should 
expend all possible effort to capitalize on the semi-
miraculous breakthrough. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Author Robert Musil 
made a surprising declaration: “A number of flawed 
individuals can often add up to a brilliant social unit.” 
I propose we make that one of your mottoes for the 
coming months. I think you have the potential to be 
a flawed but inspiring individual who’ll serve as a 
dynamic force in assembling and nurturing a brilliant 
social unit. So let me ask you: what would be your 
dream-come-true of a brilliant social unit that is a fertile 
influence on you and everyone else in the unit? Be a 
ringleader, mastermind, or orchestrator.

THIS WEEK’S HOMEWORK:

Homework: “Be homesick for wild knowing,” wrote 
Clarissa Pinkola Estés. Try that out. Report results to 
FreeWillAstrology.com! 
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Tuesday, December 3
Butte/Surrounding                                                     
The Gothard Sisters, folk/Celtic, 7 p.m., Rialto 
Theatre, Deer Lodge, 846-7900
Missoula                                               
Hellyeah, metal, 8 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521

Wednesday, December 4
Billings                                                 
Open Mic, 7 p.m., Yellowstone Cellars, 
Billings, 860-9978
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Skiitour, electronic, 8 p.m., Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185
Helena                                                 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Celtic Cowboy Christmas, stage performance, 
7:30 p.m., Myrna Loy Theater, Helena, 443-0287

Thursday, December 5
Billings                                                 
“Polar Express” theatrical production, 6 p.m., 
Billings Depot, Billings, 894-2020
Projectile Comedy, comedy troupe, 8 p.m., The Loft, 
Billings, 259-9074
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m. Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399 
Helena                                                 
Aran Buzzas, folky tonk, 5 p.m., Ten Mile Creek 
Brewery, Helena, 502-1382
The Road Agents, acoustic rock, 5:30 p.m., 
Snow Hop Brewery, Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Celtic Cowboy Christmas, stage performance, 
7:30 p.m., Myrna Loy Theater, Helena, 443-0287
“A Charlie Brown Christmas,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, 
Great Falls, 952-0393
Missoula                                               
Skiitour, electronic, 8 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Friday, December 6
Billings                                                 
“Polar Express” theatrical production, 6 p.m., 
Billings Depot, Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Jazz night with Alex Robilotta, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399
Helena                                                 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Missoula                                               
Motorhome, dance/electronic, 10:15 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Saturday, December 7
Billings                                                 
“Polar Express” theatrical production, 12 p.m., 
3 p.m., and 6 p.m., Billings Depot, Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Montana Ballet Company’s 36th Annual 
Nutcracker, Willson Auditorium, Bozeman, 585-9774
Laney Lou and the Bird Dogs, Americana, 
8:30 p.m., The Attic, Livingston, 222-6106
710 Ashbury, Grateful Dead tribute, 8 p.m., 
Filling Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Great Falls Symphony presents, “Winterscapes,” 
classical concert, 3 p.m., Mansfield Theater, 453-4102
Liquor Down, country, 9 p.m., Do Bar,
Great Falls, 727-0388
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club,
Great Falls, 952-4471
Missoula                                               
Indubious, reggae, 10:15 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Sunday, December 8
Billings                                                 
“Polar Express” theatrical production, 12 p.m. and 
3 p.m., Billings Depot, Billings, 894-2020
Helena                                                 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas,” stage play, 
2:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270

Send calendar updates to info@montanapress.net.

WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE CALENDAR LISTINGS

Billings Bozeman Helena Great Falls Butte Missoula & More

I BUY
Toyota • Subaru

VW • Honda • Nissan
Japanese/German
Cars Trucks SUVs

Nice or Ugly
Running or Not

327-0300

HARD ROCK WITH HELLYEAH AT THE 
FILLING STATION IN BOZEMAN DEC. 2 
AND THE WILMA IN MISSOULA DEC. 4

IT’S A CELTIC COWBOY CHRISTMAS IN 
HELENA ON DEC. 4 AND DEC. 5 AT 

THE MYRNA LOY THEATER




